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PREFACE. 



MaternitT; the relation that leads to it, and the 
responsibilities, anxieties, and agonies generally con- 
nected with it, — the right of Woman to decide for 
herself when she shall assume the responsibilities, 
and be subjected to the sufferings, of Maternity, 
and to the relation in which it originates, — Man, 
without regard to the wishes and conditions of his 
wife, heedless of the physical ,and spiritual welfare 
of his offspring, and solely for his own gratification, 
imposing on his wife Maternity, with all its attend- 
ant anguish of body and soul, — the crime of earth, 
— the greatest outrage one human being can perpe- 
trate on another, — ante-natal murder, — the ante- 
natal history of a human being, and its bearing on 
his post-natal character and destiny, in the body 
and out of it, — such are the topics which are pre- 
sented and discussed in the following pages. 

»• (6) 



6 PBEFAOB. 

The author has auned so to present these subjects 
that no intelligent and pure-minded man or woman 
need to misunderstand or misconstrue his meaning; 
or be offended by his words and modes of expres- 
sion. These subjects belong to the holy of holies 
of human existence. With them is associated all 
that is nearest and dearest to the heart of man and 
woman. In the inmost sanctuary of Home, these 
should be the topics of freest and most anxious con- 
versation. All that is pure, lovely, beautiful, and 
ennobling, in the relations of Husband and Wife, 
and Parent and Child, is directly connected with 
these subjects, and the views entertained of them 
by men and women in and out of legal marriage. 
But that which transpires during the period between 
conception and birth, as the foundation of character 
in the future man or woman, as an index to their 
thoughts, feelings, plans, motives, actions, to their 
virtues and vices, to successes and failures in life's 
conflict, has been entirely overlooked by biogra- 
phers and historians, by poets and novelists, in their 
efforts to delineate human life as manifested in indi- 
viduals, or in civil and ecclesiastical combinations. 
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Yet all admit that physicali intellectuali and social 
tendencies and conditions are organized into the 
body and soul of every child, during that period, 
that must give tone and direction to the man or 
woman in all their future life. In their relations as 
husbands and wivesi fathers and mothers, sons and 
daughters, brothers and sisters, friends and neigh- 
bors, in all their commercial, social, civil, and eccle- 
siastical relations, their feelings, and their treatment 
of all with whom they may bo associated, must de- 
pend greatly on these a\ite-natal influences and 
tendencies. 

The life of every good man and the life of every 
bad man, the life of a teetotaller and the life of a 
drunkard, a life of love and a life of hatred, a life 
of forgiveness and a life of revenge, a life of truths 
justice, and purity, and a life of fivlsehood, injustice, 
and impurity, the life of Jesus and the life of Napo- 
leon, — who can determine to what extent all these 
have been, are, or will be, controlled by birthright 
tendencies, and by influences that, before they were 
bom, bore upon those who live these lives 7 Cer- 
tain it is that, to a great extent, the diseases, suffer* 
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ings, and premature deaths, and many of the indi* 
vidual, Bocial, governmental, and ecclesiastical thefts, 
robberies, and murders, committed in the post-natal 
statQ of our being, are but the natural, if not the 
necessary results of these ante-natal organic and 
constitutional conditions and tendencies. 

To all Husbands and Wives, to all Fathers and 
Mothers, and to -all who hope to enter into these 
most ennobling and most potent of all human rela- 
tions, are the following pages earnestly commended, 
by 

THE AUTHOR. 
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Boston, Janiiany 10, 1857. 
My dkar Friknd : 

It is twenty years since I first heard you discourse on the 
Mission and Relation of the Soxes. You stated then, in sub- 
stance, that the sexes had power, each oyer the otiier, to save or 
to destroy ; that all rational hope of the elevation and perfection 
of human nature must rest upon a knowledge of, and obedience 
to, the laws of Nature, designed to govern those relations ; that 
man must look to generations rather than to r^eneration, to 
bring the race into perfect union and harmony with the Divine ; 
that no power could save either man or woman, in isolation 
from, or in false relations with, each other; and that if either 
sinks or rises, the other must follow. 

I was but a boy when I first hoard you utter such sentiments. 
I did not then understand their full import. They had not 
entered into the experience of my inner or outer life. Yet I took 
the impression, that woman would be to man just what he chose 
and had power to make her ; and that it depended on man to 
say whether woman should be to him a purifying and ennobling 
influence, or a source of degradation and ruin. 

(0) 



10 INTftODUOTORY LETTER. 

From that time I had a deeira, ao far as woman is concomed, 
to place myself in such relations to her, that her influence on my 
life might be pure and ennobling. I have studied to got clear and 
definite views of my nature and needs as a man, and how woman 
can most perfectly accomplish her mission of love and salvation 
to me. 

I am now a husband ; made so, not by any enactment, cere- 
mony or license of Church or State (though my marriage is 
placed upon record, as an historical fact) ; nor by the ooneoiit of 
any third party ; nor by any formal contract or bargain botwoen 
me and the woman to whom I hold this relation ; but by a law 
or necessity of my being ; by a power, unseen, but ever present, 
and ever potent to guide, like that which binds the needle to the 
pole, or the soul to God. 

All that qualifies me to bo a husband and a father, I have con- 
secrated to the development and happiness of my wife, and of the 
children who may result from our union. I have done this, not 
because she demands it as her right, but solely because I find in 
mysdf a necessity for so doing. She makes no demands on uie 
as a right ; she asks of me only what I fool the necessity of givd 
ing. My love for her gives me no rights ovw her property, 
her person, or her aifeotions. It makes no demands on her, as a 
right, but it makes great demands on my own manhood. Truj 
/ conjugal love never creates rights over the loved one, but neces- 
sities in the one who loves. This necessity is laid upon me, not 
by any arbitrary decree of Church or State, but solely by the 
concentrated, exclusive love, which, as a husband, I bear to my 
wife. The purity and dignity of my nature are involved in my 
yielding to this necessity. 

I would consecrate my manhood to the perfection and happi- 
ness of my wife, and of the children who may bo bom of our 
UDMnkf in the homo which, by our united efforts, we hope to 
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create. Your convenuition with lue, oh a boy and a youth, and 
your counsol, have been invaluable in the regulation of my life 
in my relatione with women. I luive read your work, entitled 
** Marriage and Parrntage; or, the Reproductive Element in r^ 
Man as a Means of his Elevation and Happiness.*' To us, in the \ 
home of our love, your tcaclting8 will over be as divine oracles, 
to regulate our relations as husband and wife. We would em- 
liody in our lives your ** Ernest '* and ** Nina,** especially in 
regard to parentage, and the relation that loads to it ; believing 
that tlioso who do actualize that ideal husband and wife, cannot 
fail to receive a divine reward, in an evcr>growing and an ever- 
ennobling love and trust. To that husband who shall embody 
your Ernest, the love, the respect and trust of his wife, will be 
as the sun and dew of heaven to the opening buds of spring ; 
they will expand and beautify his manly soul, and cause his 
manhood to give out all its beauty and fragrance, and shed a 
bright and steady light on the pathway of his wife, and bring 
enduring rest to her heart in the home of her wedded love. We 
would live in and for each other, and in and for our oiispring. 
We would be represented in the great human family by those 
whom we shall be proud to call our children, and whom all of 
human kind shall feel honored to recognize as brothers and sis- 
ters. We would not see our nature degraded, nor our glory 
tarnished, in ourselves or our posterity, but we would see that 
glory made brighter, and that nature more noble. 

I know that on tlie government of my passional relations with 
my wife depends her health and life of body and soul, the healtli 
of our children, and the beauty and happiness of our home. I 
know, if she ever is made to fear my passion, and to shrink from 
the personal intimacies of her husband, home, from that hour, 
becomes desolate and repulsive, no matter what may be the 
natural or artistic elegance of our material surroundings. I 
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know tliat in proportion as she cherishes a loving and trusting 
respeot for all .that constitutes mo a man, will she lovingly and 
oalmly rest in the bosom of her husband ; and that the must 
sacred sanctuary of our home, instead of being an altar of cruel 
and merciless sacrifice of her health and life, will be a fountain 
of eternal life and peace to us botli,— -a temple consocrated to 
all true manifestations of an unselfish conjugal and parental lovo. 

I feel the responsibility that rests upon me. I would have my 
wife associate my manhood with her own purity, and not with 
my selfish gratification. I would have her assured that my 
nature, as a man, is under the control of conscience and reason, 
and held in subjection to her perfect development, and that of 
our children. I would bo an unselfish, noble husband, and a 
true and happy father ; a husband and father who can stand in 
the pride and dignity of conscious nobility before his wife and 
children. I would be a Man ; one whose soul, vitalized and 
ennobled by the presence and power of coi^jugal and paternal 
love, shall never oower before its own consciousness, nor in the 
presence of its Qod. 

If yon can give me your thoughts and feelings in regard to 
parentage, and the relation that leads to it, you will confer a 
ikrot on one whose love and respect for you will never end. 

Yours, 
. A HUSBAND. 



IHB 



CRIME OF AN UNDESIRED MATERNITY. 



"gtiitts 10 s f nsbsnK 



LETTER I. 

THE mother's power OVER UER CHILD. 

My Friend: 

I HAVE read your letter vrith deep interest. Your 

inquiries respecting the mission of the sexes, and tho 

government of your passional relations with your wife, 

seem right and proper, and what every man, who would 

secure and perpetuate the love and respect of his wife, 

and tho purity and happiness of his home, will make, 

and on which, above all other subjects, he will seek for 

light. They shall receive frank and candid answers, so 

far as I can give them. I thank you for proposing them, 

as, in answering, I shall take occasion to give my views 

on a subject which, of all others, most directly concerns 

the organization and development, the character and 

destiny of the men and women of the future, and which 

2 (18) 



14 UNDSSIRED MATERNITY. 

involves the purity 'and peace of homo, and the growth 
and prosperity of society. 

Here let me say, that on no subject should a man and 
voman, as they are being attracted into conjugal rela- 
tions, be more open and ti*uthful with each other than 
on this. No woman, who would save herself and the 
man she loves from a desecrated and wretched home, 
should enter into tlie physical relations of marriage with 
a man until she understands what ho expects of her as 
to the function of maternity, and the relation that leads 
to it If a woman is made aware that the man who 
would win her as a wife regards her and the marriage 
relation only as the means of a legalized gratification of 
his passions, and she sees fit to live witlt him lui a wife, 
with such a prospect before her, she must tavke the con- 
sequences of a course so degrading and so shamoless. If 
y. she sees fit to make an offering of her body and soul on 

^■^/ the altar of her husband's sensuality, she must do it; 
^' but she has a right to know to what base uses her wo- 

manhood is to be put ; and it is due to lior, as well as to 
himself, that he should tell her beforehand precisely what 
\ ho wants and expects of her. 

Too frequently man shrinks from all allusion, during 
courtship, to his expecUvtions in regard to future piissional 
relations. He fears to speak of them, lest he should 
shock and repel the woman he would win as a wife. 
Being conscious, it may be, of an intention to use the 
power he may ac(][uii*e over her pci*8on for his own grat- 
ification, he shuns all intei*change of views with her, 
lest she should divine the hidden sensualism of his soul, 
and his intention to victimize her pei-son to it, the mo- 






PREFACE. 






h'--.A3 



.'^1 



Maternitt, the relation that leads to it, and the 
responsibilities, anxieties, and agonies generally con- 
nected with it, — the right of Woman to decide for 
herself when she shall assume the responsibilities, 
and be subjected to the sufferings, of Maternity, 
and to the relation in which it originates, — Man, 
without regard to the wishes and conditions of his 
wife, heedless of the physical ,and spiritual welfare 
of his offspring, and solely for his own gratification, 
imposing on his wife Maternity, with all its attend- 
ant anguish of body and soul, — the crime of earth, 
-^the greatest outrage one human being can perpe- 
trate on another, — ante-natal murder, — the ante- 
natal history of a human being, and its bearing on 
his post-natal character and destiny, in the body 
and out of it, — such are the topics which are pre- 
sented and discussed in the following pages. 

!• (6) 



6 PBE7A0B. 

The author has aimed so to present these subjects 
that no intelligent and pure-minded man or woman 
need to misunderstand or misconstrue his meaningi 
or be ofifended by his words and modes of expres- 
sion. These subjects belong to the holy of holies 
of human existence. With them is associated all 
that is nearest and dearest to the heart of man and 
woman. In the inmost sanctuary of Home, these 
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should be the topics of freest and most anxious con- 
versation. All that is pure, lovely, beautiful, and 
ennobling, in the relations of Husband and Wife, 
and Parent and Child, is directly connected with 
these subjects, and the views entertained of them 
by men and women in and out of legal marriage. 
But that which transpires during the period between 
conception and birth, as the foundation of character 
in the future man or woman, as an index to their 
thoughts, feelings, plans, motives, actions, to their 
virtues and vices, to successes and failures in life's 
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phers and historians, by poets and novelists, in their 
efforts to delineate human life as manifested in indi- 
viduals, or in civil and ecclesiastical combinations. 
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'when wrong exists; to woman belong the suffering and 
1'^ anguish. Woman is the victim ; on man rests the re- 
sponsibility. Woman's appeal is to man to spare her 
this suffering and anguish, except when her nature calls, 
and then will she, for his sake and her own, joyfully 
meet and bear the cross. It is meet that woman's ap- 
peal should be sustained. I wish to sustain it ; and in 
so doing, while my remarks will bear mainly on Mater- 
j;?^ nity. Paternity will necessarily come under review. 
Maternity, when a crime, suggests the questions. Who 
is the criminal ? To whUt extent is he responsible for 
M the consequences? So, in fact, the whole subject of 
iif^ Parentage is open, as involving the conduct and respon- 
sibility of both parents. 

But, before proceeding to consider this wrong and 
outrage upon woman, and its influence on her, I wish 
to allude to two facts bearing directly on the subject 

1. ThcU which fonn^ the body mid soul of the 
child must come to i/, previous to birth^ through the 
"M fnaterncd organism. 

Pause, my friend, and contemplate this fitct, in its 
bearings on the birthright tendencies, the character and 
destiny, of your child. You and your wife wish to have 
a child. She prepares herself cheerfully and bravely to 
bear the sufferings and responsibilities of Maternity. 
The germ, so small when she takes charge of it, in a 
brief space assumes the form of a human being, and is 
increased in size and in weight hundreds of thousands of 
times. 

How did the substance reach it which constituted its 

growth? Every particle of matter that reaches it to 

2» 



^ :i 



18 UNDSSIRBD MATBRNITT. 

form its brain, its nerves, its heart, its lungs, its blood, 
its bones and sinews, was prepared in the maternal 
organism, and was csirried to it through the medium of 
her blood. Whatever is received into her system, in 
the shape of food, drink, air, and various gases, and 
which goes to nourish her bniin, heart, nerves, and other 
t^' organs, and keep them in healthful activity, must go 

<^/ to form die corresponding portions of the child's body. 
<^' The material that nourishes the brain of the mother 




y'^ 



^ '^A ,, forms, fi-om the beginning;, the brain of the child; that 
'^ which nourishes the \\xnss ancl nerves of the mother 



X^^ \^ forms also the lungs and nerves of the child. So of 
V >i every organ and portion of the body. From whatever 
>- y^ the mother takes into her system must come the body 
\^ and soul of her child. 

S^^ 2. This substancCy as it ]hisscs throvgh the mater- 
\ nal systeniy must receive the impress of her mental 
and physical conditions. 

Ponder this fact, see its bearing on the character and 
destiny of your child, of all children, and of the race, 
and see if its importance can be over-estimated. That 
it is a fact, in the science of Embryology and Foctul 
Development, is not denied. Whatever temporarihj 
affects the maternal blood, must permanentti/ aiTect the 
organic conditions and constitutional tendencies, and of 
course the post-natal character and destiny, of the child. 
This is much insisted on by writers on the laws and 
function of reproduction. Thus Carpenter, in his 
'* Principles of Human Physiology," aiys: **That 
many of the organic functions are directly influenced 
by the nervous system, is a matter which does not admit 
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of dispute, — sometimes in exciting, sometimes in check- 
ing, and sometimes in otbenvise modifying them."— 
(Sec. 946.) 

Whatever, then, aifects the nervous system, affects the 
organic functions. That the nervous system is deeply 
ailected by the kind and quality of our food and drink, 
and by mental impressions, cannot be doubted. Witness 
the influence of tea, alcohol, opium, tobacco, and various 
kinds of food, on the nerves, and also of anger, grief, 
revenge, fear, love, hate, &c. As CarjKjntcr ssiys, ** The 
influence of particular conditions of the mind in exciting 
various secretions is a matter of daily ex{)ericnce." IIo 
instances the increased secretion and flow of saliva by 
the idea of food, the secretion and flow of teai*s by joy, 
tenderness, or grief, and the influence of th(^ love of 
ofispring on the mammary secretions. 

** The sexual secretions," ho says, "are 8tix)i^gly influ- 
enced by the conditions of the mind;" instancing the 
eflects of a " fitful temper," "fits of anger," " gi'ief," 
"anxiety of mind," **fcar," "terror," on the mammary 
secretions, and showing that these emotions often so 
poison the motlier's milk as permanently to nficct the 
health, and sometimes destroy the life of the nursing 
child. — (Sec. 948.) 

Weigh well the following sentiments of Carpenter: 
"That the mentsil state of tlio mother can produce 
important alterations in her own blood, seems demon- 
strated by the considerations previously adduced in 
regard to its efiects upon the process of nutrition and I 
secretion, and that such alterations are sufficlcni to 
detennine modifications in the developmental pro^ 
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eessea of the embryo^ TO which her blood fur- 
nishes THE MATERIAL, Can Bcarcelj admit a question,* 
when we recollect what influence the presence or ab- 
sence of particular substances bos in modifying the 
growth of ports of the adult" In regard to cases 
where children are marked before birth, he says : '* The 
efiect must be produced upon the maternal blood, and 
transmitted through it to tlie ftBttis^ since there is no 
nervous communication between the parent and off- 
spring." 

On every hand, life is full of facts illustrative of the 
influence of the mental and physical conditions of the 
mother on the or;sinic structure and constitutional tend- 
encies of the body and soul of her unborn child. As 
the maternal blood is healthfully or otherwise affected 
by what she eats and drinks, and by her mental condi- 
tions, so will the organization of her child be healthful 
or diseased. If the mass of blood from which the foetus 
is nourished and receives its material for growth is filled 
with disease, from any cause, the child must be similarly 
affected. 

This is a fearful fiict, when viewed in its bearing on 
the post-natal health and happiness of the child, and on 
the character and destiny of the human family. One 
can scarcely avoid the query, Is it just to place the des- 
tiny of one human being so entirely in the power of 
another? The power of the mother over her child, 
previous to birth, is absolute. Through what she eats 
and drinks, during gestation, she can fix the organic 
and constitutional tendencies of her child to health or 
disease, to good or evil, to happiness or misery, and thus 
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control its character and destiny after it is bom, daring 
its infancy, childhood, youth, and manhood. Not only 
through the character of ivhat she eats and drinks, but 
through her menial emotions and conditions, through 
her amusements, her anxieties, her joys, her sorrows, 
her loves and hates, her exaltation and depression, her 
hopes and fears, can she affect the birthright physical 
and spiritual tendencies of her child, and thus control 
its destiny. She may doom her child to drunkenness, to 
lying, to revenge, and make him or her a thief, a liar, a 
drunkard, a glutton, a miser, a warrior, a slaveholder, a 
robber, a murderer, a pirate, or an assassin, before its 
birth, and while it is all unconscious of the doom which 
the mother is preparing for it, and totally incapable of 
resisting the &tal influence that is shaping its destiny. 

The mother, has a fearful power. It is absolute for 
good or evil. Terrible is the doom of that child whose 
organization and development, before birth, were con- 
trolled by the mother^s ignorance, folly, or hatred. 
Emphatically, as she is true to herself, she is true to 
her unborn child. It seems a mystery that the charac- 
ter and destiny of a human being should so materially 
depend on the food, drink, thoughts, feelings and pas- 
sions of the mother during that brief period ; but such 
is the fact, and we can only bow in silence to the fiat of 
God, being assured that whatever power the mother has 
for evil, she has the same for good ; and that the ques- 
tion whether she shall use that power for good or evil 
over her child is one which may be settled mainly, if not 
solely, by the father, as will hereafter be shown. I will 
only say here, that the answer to the question, Will the 
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mother use her power over her ehild for good or for evil 7 
depends on the answer to a previous question — Is her. 
matemitj a willing or unwilling one? This question it 
18 generally in the power of the husband and father to 
answer. 

Now, my friend, contemplate the bearing of these two 
facts on the post-natal character and destiny of your 
child. The germ is placed in the maternal system, there 
to be nourished and to be developed through the sub- 
stances conveyed to it by the maternal blood. Whatever 
the mother eats and drinks directly affects the nutrition 
and organization of her child. Whatever thoughts, feel- 
ings and passions agitato her mind, leave their traces on 
that which goes to form its body and soul. How im- 
portant, then, to the healtli, chai*acter and happiness, of 
the future man or woman, that the mother, during ges- 
tation, should receive into her system only the purest 
and most healthful food and drink, and into her mind 
only bright, cheerful, happy, peaceful thoughts and feel- 
ings ! To her husband, woman looks for sympathy and 
support to enable her truly and bmvcly to meet this 
great demand upon her nature. She should be encircled 
by a tender, consecrating love. To the father of her 
child she looks for this. Shall she look in vain, or be 
left to bear the cross alone? 

Thme, 

HENRY C. WRIGHT. 
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LETTER II. 



thb crimb aoainst thb mother. — how it affbots 
her towards thb father of her child. 

My Friend: 

Before considering the wrong done to the mother, I 
would state two points which I shall take for gninted : 

1. That parents, alone, are responsible for the exists 
ence of their children. 

2. That woman, alone, has a right to say when, and 
under what circumstances, she shall assume the office of 
maternity, or subject herself to the liahillty of becoming 
a mother. 

These two positions seem to me so self-evident, that no 
arguments can make them more clear and certain. Who 
is responsible for the existence of children, God or the 
parents ? Who shall say how many children a woman 
shall have, and under what circumstances she shall have 
them, the wife or the husband ? Who shall say how 
often, for what purposes, and under what conditions, the 
wife shall subject her person to a relation which renders 
her liable to become a mother, and to the suffering and 
anguish of developing and giving birth to a child? To 
ask these questions is to answer them. Nature makes 
but one reply, and that will bo found in the conscious- 
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ness of eyerj true husband and wife, and &ther and 
mother. 

What is the influence of an undcsired maternity on 
the mother, in regard to the father of her child 1 ismj 
first inquiry. What is it? It is felt, but seldom 
spoken. It cannot be expressed in vrords, as it is felt 
in the heart 

A vroman comes into the relation of a legal vrife. At 
once, it may be, the husband reveals himself to her in a 
way she did not anticipate, and she is made to know what 
be expects of her, and for what he married her. She 
yields her person to his passion, not in obedience to a 
call in her own nature, but because she thinks that such 
is the right conferred by law and custom on the husband 
over the wife. She has, it may be, been duly taught 
that the only way to secure and strengthen his love is to 
yield to his passion, whenever it demands indulgence. So 
she yields, and before she is aware, and before her mind 
is prepared to meet them, the responsibilities, anxieties 
and sufferings of maternity are upon her. Grief, anguish, 
and a dread of some Unknown, but terrible suffering, over- 
whelm her. Consternation seizes the heart, so recently 
buoyant with the hopes and joys of a loving and trusting 
bride. 

How will this new and dreaded experience affect her 
mind towards her husband and the father of, her child 7 
As a lover, he bad been • so gentle, so delicate, and so 
considerate of her slightest wish, so thoughtful of her 
happiness, and so unwilling to 'say or do anything to 
grieve her spirit; as a bridegroom, he had promised to 
love and cherish her as his own soul ; and she fondly 
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trusted that no wrong or sufTcring would ever reach her 
through him; when, behold! in the very beginning of 
their uniteil life, and before, physically or nientjvlly, she 
was prepared to meet the great demand, he has imiK)soil 
on her the necessity of yielding up her Ixxly and soul to 
the keenest suiTering to which she can bo subjoctcil ; and 
that without consulting her wishes, and contrary, it may 
be, to her earnest prayer. As she pondci-s on her situa- 

J tion, and the experience through which she must pass, 
and from which death to herself, or her child, or to both, 
is the only door of escape, how must she feel towards him 
who has placed her in this fearful condition ? He has 
subjected her to the necessity, for weary months, of 

I drinking the bitterest cup of life, and of ptissing through 
the valley and shadow of death, he:irt-sick, desponding 
and shrinking from the final result ; and all this, not 
because she wished to be a mother, or he a father, nor 
that they might blend their bodies and souls in a new 
and beautiful life, to be an honor to themselves and the 
^world, — no such motive prompted the relation in which 
conception originated ; but solely his momentary gmtiii- 
cation. She feels that his indulgence was had at her 
expense. No conscious pride and sense of matronly dig- 
nity, no high and noble aspirations, sustain her, as she 
reflects on her condition. Can she continue to love and 
respect him ? He has done her the gi'catest wrong. IIo 
heedeil not her pmyera that he would control his passion, 
and spare her until she was ready joyfully to enter upon 
an office so grand in its nature, and so sublime in its 
bearing on the destiny of an immortal soul. To meet 

the responsibilities of such an office, and the physical and 

8 
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mental pain and anguish necessarily pertaining to it, what 
woman but needs a preparation 7 Who is sufficient for 
these things ? Yet the dread liabilities are upon her, 
without a moment*s warning, and without, it may be, 
any interchange of thoughts and feelings with her hus- 
band and the father of her child. She knows not even 
that he wants a child, nor whether he will receive it with 
a blessing or a curse. She knows not what heart-support 
she will receive from him in the moment of her trial and 
her anguish. He has had no conversation with her on 
these subjects, and given her no assurance as to the nat^ 
ural results to her of his passional relations with her ; 
expressed no anxiety, no expectations, no hopes, as to 
her liability to become a mother. He has had no further 
wish or anxiety, except for his own selfish gratification. 
He has, it may be, avoided, as indelicate and improper, 
all allusion to questions so vital to the life and happiness 
of his newly- wedded wife. All she has to rest upon is 
the indefinite, assidrance, given before God and man, that 
he will cherish, protect and care for her. Why he 
promised to protect and care for her, whether as a mere 
means of sensual gratification, or for holier and more 
exalted purposes, she has no assurance. Not one word, 
it may be, has he ever spoken to her respecting the 
motives that have prompted him to seek her as a wife. 
0, woman! woman! how* dare you enter into such a 
relation with a man, without knowing what he expects 
of you ? 

The wife, in such a situation, cannot cherish loving 
and tender thoughts of her husband when absent, nor 
receiye his caresses with rapture when present She 
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bears in herself the result of the wrong ho has inflicted 
on her. It is ever present to her thoughts and emotions. 
She cannot escape from it but by an outrage on herself 
and child ; and as, in her moments of solitary suffering 
and anguish, she reflects on her condition, and why she 
must endure them, how can she regard the author of 
them with loving respect ? The sense of the wrong dono 
her is ever present, — can she tenderly cherish the wrong- 
doer, especially when he continues to demand of her a 
constant renewal of the relation in which her pi-esent 
afflictions and forebodings of future sorrows originated ? 
She cannot; for he, by inflicting on her a maternity 
which her own soul cannot sanction, and from which, i 
perhaps,' she shrinks with horror, has rendered himself ' 
unworthy her love and respect. 

It is in vain to urge a woman thus situated to love and 
honor her husband. At no command of God or man can 
she, as a wife, love and cherish him. ^ Indeed, no wife 
can love her husband at the word of command. If she 
loves him at all, it is because she must, not because she 
is ordered to do it. Her love will flow out to him as a 
necessity of her being, not by the command of a third 
party. If he has no power to call it out and concentrate 
it on himself, it will not go out to him. Nothing can 
force it out She is not to blame if she does not love 
him. She gives him all he has power to awaken and « 
call out, — all the love he has power to take ; more he 
has no right to ask, more she cannot give. Her love for 
him will correspond to his lovableness in her eycs,» he 
will seek to render himself lovable to her, just in propor- 
tion to the value he sets on her love. Expect no love 
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from a woman bccauao she is your legal wife. The legal 
bond can impose on her no obligation to love you ; and 
if it did, she cannot love you, if your person and your 
possion become disgusting to her. 

Would you, my friend, increase and perpetuate the 
love and respect of your wife 7 Then beware how you 
demean yourself towards her in regard to maternity, and 

^ the relation that may, at any time, result in it. To a 
true woman and a loving wife, maternity, and the piis- 
sional expressions of her husband, must ever be enno- 
bling, or degrading. It is for him to say which they 
shall be. It is for you to say whether, as the father of 
her child, you shall seem to your wife altogether pure, 
noble and attnictive, or selfish, ignoble and repulsive. 
You must determine whether the mother of your child 
shall see in you a generous, tender, kingly husband, all- 
worthy to be the fiither of her child, and to rule over the 
empire of her heart, or a mean, merciless tyrant, having 
no purer or higher aim, in your relations with her, than 
that of animal indulgence, and whom it is in)})ossible to 
respect It is for you to say to what extent, and how 
long, she shall love and respect you. She must love and 
honor you, if you seem to her to be worthy ; she cannot, 
if you seem otherwise. How can you thus seem, when 
she is made to feel that for your gratification, and agsiinst 

* her earnest appeal to you, as a man and husband, you 
have imposed on her a burden which she feels unable and 
unwilling to bear 7 

Maternity, when it exists at the call of the wife, and 
is gratefully received, but binds her heai*t more tenderly 
and dovotedly to her husband. As the father of her 
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child, he stands before her invested with new beauty and 
dignity. In receiving from him the germ of a new life, 
she receives that which she feels is to add new beauty and 
glory to her as a woman, — new grace and attraction to 
her as a wife. She loves and honors him, becivuso he has 
crowned her with the glory of a. mother. Maternity, to 
her, instead of being repulsive, is a diadem of beauty, a 
crown of rejoicing, and deep, tender, and self-forgetting 
are her love and reverence for him who has phiccd it on 
her brow. How noble, how august, how beautiful, is 
Maternity, when thus bestowed and received ! 

But, in proportion as it is holy and ennobling when / ^ / 
designedly conferred and joyfully received, is it unholy ^VsJ^^/ 
and debasing, when undesigned and undesired. In pro- ^ 

portion as a mother's heai't overflows with tender grati- 
tude and loving reverence towarils the father of her child, 
when that child comes in answer to the call of her wo- 
manly and wifely nature, will it be filled with aversion to 
the father of a child wiiich she did not want, and which 
she is conscious is the result of a relation sought o^ly for 
a sensual purpose. 

Many wives become indiiferent to, or positively and 
forever alienated from, their husbands, fi*om this cause. 
Nothing will so surely and so irrevocably destroy the 
love of a wife for a husband, as a disregard, on his part, 
of her feelings and wishes in reg:ird to Maternity, and to 
the relation from which it comes. In nothinc; are hus- 
bands (through ignorance, I would fain think) so unmind- 
ful of the entreaties and wants of their wives, as in theso 
respects. They often demand tlio surrender of tlioir per- 
sons without any inquiry into their feelings and condi- 
. 8» 
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tions ; oonscquontly, before the/ are aware, tiie very life 
of God in their hearts, — that is, their love and respect 
for their husbands, — is crushed out of them. No won- 
der, when we consider what liabilities, what a sense of 
self-degradation, and what a shrinking of soul, are in- 
volved, to a true womaU) in a surrender of her person to 
mere sensual passion, and to a maternity so dreaded. On 
the contrary, how certainly and how permanently a hus- 
band will secure the love and. respect of his wife, and her 
perfect trust, when he so treats her as to make her feel 
secure that she is never to become a mother till her own 
nature calls for it ; and when, knowing his own nature, 
he can assure her that he shall never subject her to the 
possibility of that suffering till she is able and willing to 
bear it! 

When a woman once feels that the power of her hus- 
band is controlled by a tender love and reverence for her, 
and a desire to subject it to her growth and happiness, 
rather than to promote his own selfish ends, she rests in 
bis bosom knowing no fear, assured that this very passion 
will but intensify the holy love that encircles her. When 
all fear of his passion is gone, her love and trust are per- 
fected. But let the fear of that once settle on her heart, 
and her love is gone. Love and respect for the husband 
cannot exist in the heart of the wife simultaneously with 
a dread of his passion. 

Would you, then, secure the love and tinist of your 
wife, and become an object of her ever-growing tciulcr- 
ness and reverence, never impose on her a nuiteniity 
which her nature does not sanction ; neither subject her 
to the possiiUUy of enduruig the suffering incident to 
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such a situation. Assure her, hy all your manifestations,"^ / 
and your perfect respect for the functions of her nature, / ^ ^/ 
that your passion shall 1)C in suhjection to her %vishes, ^ 
and that she will never be made to endure the trials of 
maternity, except at the call of her own soul. How ten- 
derly and reverently would she, under such an assui*ance, 
reg-ard your physical, as well as your mental and spiritual 
manhood ! 

It is not enough that you have secured, in the heart of 
your wife, respect for your spiritual and intellectual man- 
hooil. To maintain your self-respect in your relations 
with her, to perfect your growth and happiness as a hus- 
band, you must cause your physical nature to be tenderly 
cherished and i*everenceil by her in all the sacred inti- 
macies of home. No matter how much she reverences 
your intellectual, or your social power, if she shrinks 
with disgust from all contact with your person, if by rea- 
son of your uncalled-for passional manifestations, you 
have made your physical manhood disagreciible, and all 
pe]*sonal contact psiinful, how can you, in her presence, 
preserve a sense of manly pride and dignity as a husband? 
You cannot, if you respect yourself. 

One disiinctive characteristic of a true and noble hus- 
band is a feeling of manly pride in tlio physical elements 
of his manhooil His physical manhooil, as well as his 
soul, is 'dear to the heart of his wife, because throu^rh 
this ho can give the fullest expression to his manly 
power. But if such manifestations are made when the 
wife is not prepared to receive them; and when she repels 
tliem and dreads the consequences, his physical nature 
becomes associated, not with the pure joy of a longed-for 
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maternity, but with a deep sense of shame and degrada* 
lion, with an outnige on her nature, and with the pro- 
tracted suflfering and anguish of an abhorred maternity. 
How can she respect the person of her husbiind 7 How 

*^-f can she cherish, and proudly care for, the purity, health 
and comfort of his physical nature ? He has made it 
disgusting to her. She regards it as the deadliest enemy 
of her purity and peace as a wife, and as the bane of her 
home. She cannot look upon his person but as the source 
of her degradation and ruin. In its presence, she feels as 
in the presence of some hated reptile, from which her soul 
and senses shrink. How can she lovingly cherish and 
care for it ? How can the husband respect himself, when 
by his own abu3e of his wife and of himself, he has made 
his physical manhood thus contemptible to her 7 

How can you, my friend, avoid this 7 How can you 
secure for your person the loving care and respect of 
your wife 7. There is but one way ; so manifest your- 
ticlf to her, in the hours of your most endearing intima- 
cies, that all your manly power shall be associated only 
with all that is generous, just and noble in you, and 
with purity, freedom and happiness in her. Make her 
feel that all which constitutes you a man, and qualifies 
you to bo her husband and the father of her children, 
belongs to her, and is sacredly consecrated to the perfec- 
tion and happiness of her nature. Do this, and the hap- 
piness of your home is made complete in righteousness. 

I Your body will be lovingly and reverently cared for, 
because the wife of your bosom feels that it is the sacred 

: ' symbol through which a noble, manly love is ever speak* 
ing to her, to cheer and sustain her. 
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Woman is ever proud, and justly so, of the manly 
passion of her husband, when she knows it is controlled 
by a love for her, whose manifestations have regard 
only to her elevation and happiness. The very power 
which, when bent only on selfish indulgence, becomes a 
source of more shame, degrailalionpdisease and wretch- 
edness, to women and to childi*en, than all other things 
put together, does but ennoble her, add grace and glory 
to her being, and concentmte and vitalize the love that 
encircles her as a wife, when it is controlled by wis- 
dom,, and consecrated to her highest growth and Imppi- 
ness, and that of her children. It lends enchantment to 
her person, and gives a fascination to her smiles, her 
words and her caresses, which ever breathe of parity 
and of heaven, and make her all lovely as a wife and 
mother to her husband and the father of her child. 
Manly passioiv^is to the conjugal love of the wife like 
the sun to the rosebud, that opens its petals, and 
causes them to give out their sweetest fragrance, and 
to display their most delicate tints ; or like the frost, 
which chills and kills it ere it blossoms in its richness < 
and beauty. 

Beware, then, how you perpetrate this wrong against 
your wife, as you would secure her love and respect 
Trifle not with the function of Maternity in her ; for as 
this comes to her as the crowning joy and glory of her 
earthly existence, or otherwise, will be her estimate of 
you as her husband and the father of her children. See 
to it that she is never subjected to the possibility of 
becoming a mother unless she calls for it, and is ready 
with joy to assume the responsibilities of maternity. 
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Bat I will let woman tell her own story. She can 
speak on such a theme, and tell her own needs and 
wrongs, as no man can. The following extracts from a 
private letter will give you an insight into the wants 
and feelings of a wife and mother in regard to this sub* 
ject When woman speaks of her feelings while suffer- 
ing an undesired maternity, let man reverently give 
heed to her words : 

'* My maternal experience has been yariod* I hare never lioen 
the recipient of a designed maternity, but I have that within me 
which giTCS me an idea of What its joy and blessodnoss might be. 
I have never been forced, with entire repugnance on my part, 
into the rehition which resulted in conception ; and yet I have 
suffered the keenest agonies in view of such a result. 

'* In the first years of my married life, I had no thought but 
to submit to the passion of my husband, without regard to the 
consequences to myself. As every true woman does, living in 
conjugal relations, I desired to be caroEisod by my liuslmnd, and 
to be pressed to his manly bosom. I did not suppose it was 
incumbent on him to control himself. 

*' In an unwelcome maternity, I have sometimes felt a deep 
repugnance to the passion of my husband, •^ a sense of deep suf« 
fcring and anguish through it ; but I have usually been so encir* 
cled by love as to make mo forget tliis, or rather, shun such 
thoughts as sinful. But since my husband and I have come to 
a truer knowledge of parentage, I have come to ' love, honor and 
cherish' those functions which I had before only feared and 
obeyed. I think this is not the feeling that married women 
usually have towards the physical manhood of their liusbandH. 
I never heard a woman admit that her thoughts rested on the 
physical nature of her husband with loving respect and womanly 
pride ; but t have heard, not unfrequently^ expressions of dis- 
gust instead. 

** I have known many instances in which the fathers of chiU 
drcn^ uaintsntionally and unwillingly conceived, beeame so 
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lepulslve to the mother, during gostation, that they would bo 
made flerioualy ill by coming in conttict with them, in any way ; 
though ordinarily they would be agreeable and congenial. 

** I have heard many women say they would gladly strangle 
their children, bom of undcsired maternity, at birth, could they 
do 80 with safety to themselves. I believe, judging fVom a long 
and intimate acquaintance with many mothers, and from much 
conversation with them on this subject, that there are many chil- 
dren whose existence is undesigned by their fathers and undcsired 
by their mothers. Yet among those heterogeneous and unnatural 
combinations called marriages, there is enough love to produce 
some tolerable specimens of humanity ; and when there is any 
thing remarkable in development, there will be found physiologi- 
cal and psychological conditions sufficient to produce it. 

*' No words can express the helplessness, the sense of personal 
desecration, the despair, whicb sinks into the heart of woman 
when forced to submit to maternity under adverse circumstances, ^\ 
and when her own soul rejects it. It is no matter of wonder 
that abortions are purposely procured ; it is to me a matter of 
wonder that a single child, undesignedly begotten and reluct^ 
antly conceived, is ever sufTerod to mature in the organism of the 
mother. Her whole nature repels it. How can she regard its 
ante-natal development but with sorrow and shrinking? 

'* Sensitive as woman ever is at such periods, she rarely meets 
with any special consideration ; indeed, that very situation is 
too often made the occasion for increased passional indulgence 
on the part of the husband, or of neglect and contempt. Woman 
must have had, doubtless has, a very large amount of wliat you 
call the God-element in her nature, to enable her to do as well 
as she does in the function of Maternity, under such debasing 
and depressing influences. 

" Tlie strength and energy of body and mind which were re- 
quired properly to develop and give birth to one child, have been 
often taxed to conceive and develop six or eight, or perhaps ten 
or twelve. Would it not be well to study economy in the funo- 
tion of Parentage, as well as in some other departments of dome«- 
tiolife? 
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*' There aro fow, vory few, wives and mothers who could not 
reveal a sad, dark picture in their own experience, in their relu* 
tions to their husbands and their children. Maternity, und the 
relation in which it originates, are thrust upon them by their 
husbands, often without regard to their spiritual or physical 
conditions, and often in contempt of their earnest and urgent 
entreaties. No joy comes to their hearts at the conception and 
birth of their children, except tliat which arises from the ct)ii* 
flciousncsB that they have survived the sufferings wantonly and 
selfishly inflicted on them. 

** There are facts enough illustrating the dire effects of nn 
undesigned and an undosired maternity to move tlie whole earth 
to sorrow and repentance,. if woman, as a wife and mother, 
dared give utterance to the wrongs indicted upon her and her 
children. The living illustration^ of woman's wrongs, inflicted 
on her in the holy of holies of her home, by those who had 
promised to * love, cherish and protect ' her, do now fill tjie c;irth. 
To the influences bcarnig on the unborn btibe, in consequence 
of the disregard, by the husband, of tlie conditions and wishes of 
the wife in reference to maternity, and the intercourse that 
leads to it, must we go to learn the causes of much of the wrong 
and suffering of this world. *'^ 

When woman's rights in rcgaitl to Maternity, and to 
the relation tliat leads to it, are truly undcrstooil and 
appreciated by man, then, and not before, can marriage 
become what it was designed to be, — a diadem of 
beauty, a crown of glory, to the husband and wife, and 
"the power of God and the wisdom of God'' unto sal- 
vation to the generations of the future. Husbands ! if 
you would seeure the loving respect of your wives, you 
must reverently regard their protest against an undesircd 

Maternity. 

H. C. W. 
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LETTER III. 



THB CRIMB AGAINST THE CIIILD« 



Dear Friend: 

In mj last, I showed, at some length, tho crime of 
an undcsired maternity ag:iinst the mother ; \\o\s it 
afibcts her mind towards tho father of her child ; how 
it tends to destroy all love and respect for him, instead 
of increasing them; bow it destroys her self-respect, 
strips her of tho conscious pride and dignity of a loved 
and loving wife, and reduces her to the feeling and con- 
dition of a degraded, self-condemneil victim of legalized 
sensualism. She feels polluted, degraded, outraged; 
and that, too, through the very function of her nature, 
which should have filled and thrilled her soul with con- 
scious pride and happiness. 

Tub Crime against the Child. — Allow me now 
to direct your attention to this. Let the child of an 
undesigned and unwilling maternity arise before your 
mind.^ Ponder what life is, and how it is affected by 
birthright tendencies, — physical, intellectual and spirit- 
ual ; see what a struggle it is, at best, and how difiicult 
it is for those of the soundest bodies and healthiest souls, 
happily and successfully to meet the conflict. Call to 
mind the two great facts alluded to in a former letter, 
vis.: (1) That whatever comes to the childi before 
birth, must come to it through the blood and organism 
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of tbo mother. (2) That, as this substance passes 
Uirough her system, it must receive Uio impress of her 
physical and mentail conditions. AVhatever temporarUy 
aiibcts her conditions, must pct^mancnUy aiToct the char- 
octer and destiny of her child. 

You may grievously wrong your cliild, and subject it 
to physical and mental tendencies that may deeply alToct 
its character and happiness, during its earthly existence, 
by subjecting it to the liability of inheriting the uu* 
healtiiy and imbecile conditions in which you and the 
mother may be, at the time the relation wns held in 
tvhich it originated. Mere sensual gnitificntion amis the 
eolo and single motive that prompteil to the relation ; 
imd even in that, your wifo had no part. licr heait, it 
may bo, not only prayed against conception, as a calam- 
ity more to be dreaded than death, but this very horror 
of the consequences disqualified her to participate in the 
^relation, when it was entirely nmtual, ami truly an<l 
rightly prompted. Iler very soul shrnnk from it ; and 
she submitted to it merely to gi*atify you, or because she 
had been taught to believe it a duty incumbent on all 
women who enter the married relation, — a duty to 
which she vuist submit, or be accounted a faithless wife, 
^— regardless of the wishes of her husband, and failse to 
her obligations oa a wife. 

Duty! Talk of cfif/}^ in such a relation! A dull/ 
for a woman to submit to such a relation, wlien her owu 
soul not only docs not sanction, but loathes it! A 
iluiy in a woman thus to lay her health, her self-respect, 
and her very womanhood, on the altar of legalized sensu- 
alism 1 A duip to beoomo a prostitute, — a mere tool 
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of her husband's gratification ! It is a horrid mockery ! 
As well talk to her of he{ duty to cut her throat ! No 
num, but a sensualist, could over accept the surrender of 
a woman's person in such relation, >?hen ho knows it is 
made without any call in her own nature, and merely to 
satisfy his passion. 

Your only object, it may be, in this relation, is mere 
sensual indulgence. Not one thought or caro for the 
welCire of the child that may ensue enters your mind. 
Consequently, you aro utterly indifferent to your physi- 
cal or mental conditions, at the time. Your passion 
being excited, your only aim is, its gratification. Your 
wife may bo in a state of utter prostration, physically \ 
and mentally, —severe toil, deep anxiety, sad disap- 1 
pointment, or some torturing care, may have exhausted 
her enei*gies, and reduced her to a state of imbecility, 
for the time being. Despite all this, she is liable to 
conception. You heed not her conditions nor her wishes, 
but demand indulgence, regardless of her happiness or 
that of the child which may result therefrom. She sub- 
mits, rather than contend. Maternity ensues. Tho 
mother imparts no vit:ility to the child in its conception. ' 
It is conceived in weakness, is developed in joylc&js, life- \ 
less imbecility, or intense anguish. It is born ar( idiot, 
or without sufScient vital force to develop it into life with 
the ordinary energies and faculties of a man or woman. 

On all hands, society is full of the victims of such a 
relation, — of a maternity forced on woman when, from 
various causes, body and soul are prostmted, and too des- 
titute of vital energy even for the ordinary demands of 
daily life; how much more destitute of that fulness and 
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vigor of lifo, 80 necessary to the sublime and responsible 
act of true and healthy conception ! If over the current 
of life should flow>v]th deep, concentrated, joyous energy 
in woman, it should be in the moment of conception, 
vrhen she takes charge of the germ of a new and immor- 
tal life, and enters upon the sublime and overwhelming 
responsibilities of maternity. Then, indeed, she needs 
that all the energies of her womanhood should be in most 
l>erfect and healthful activity ; then, if ever, she should 
be filled '' with all the fulness of God.'' 

But not only are the vital forces of your wife exhaust- 
ed by other labora and anxieties, but your own energies 
are, from various causes, prostrateil. Yet, excited by 
some artificial stimulant, and when the vitiil forces of 
your manhood are powerless, you demand vthis relation 
with your wife. Maternity is the result. What have 
you done for your child 7 Imparted to it, not the truo 
life and vigor of your manhood, but its momentary imbe- 
cility. Your child, it may be, is rendered imbecile in 
body and idiotic in mind, solely through your fault. 
You exhausted your life, ami then gave that exhausted, 
soulless life to your child. You exercised no wise and 
manly forethought for your child. Its well-being en- 
tered not into your designs; only your own gratification. 
Hence, for your child's sake, you used no exertions, by 
abstinence from exhausting toil or enfeebling amuse- 
ments and indulgences, to exalt and perfect your physical 
and mental energies ; but by debilitsiting pleasures, by 
sleepless nights, spent in pursuit of amusement, by dissi- 
pating games, and by exhausting indulgences in the use 
of narcotic and alcoholic drugs, drinks and food, you are 
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rendered imbecile to think, to feel, or to act And these 
conditions you entiiil on your child as its birthright, life- 
long, fearful legiicy, from the effects of which no power 
cjin rescue it, 'Can you do a greater wrong to your 
child ? Can you commit against it a greater crime ? A 
living; death is its doom. 

Wlien should man be a livhif; soul, if not in that 
relation in which ho originates a new iunuortal? In 
that moment, so repleto with humain destiny, if ever, 
every nerve of his being should be fillcil and thrilled 
with that creative energy, that concentrated, vitalizing 
power which said, ** Let there be light, and there was 
light;" and which says of creation, *^IIe spako, and it 
Wiis done ; he commanded, and it stood Aist." So man, 
in that moment of sublime consecnition of his manhood 
to its purest and most august function, should have a 
great, energetic, living soul, in a living body. lie per- 
forms an act of deeper significiinee than that which gave 
existence and glory to the sun and stars — an act, from 
which is to arise a living soul, desithloss as Goil in its 
being, and capsible of reaching unimaginable heights of 
wisdom and love. 

Your child has claims which you cannot, without injus- 
tice, ignoix), — claims that reach beyond its birth, and 
even its conception. Its first claim is, to a desit/ticd ex- ^ 
istenco, if it is to exist at all. Only in such an existence ^ 
can it hope for a true and noble nature. Only in a rela- 
tion, designed to give existence to a well-organized child, 
con you exercise a true, rational, and tender forethought 
for your oi&pring. The oi&pring of a relation held 

merely for the gratification of ono or both parents, of a 

4» 
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mere chanco maternity, how can it but reflect with sor- 
row and bitterness on the wrong of its parents 7 The 
child, as it comes to years of reflection, feels degraded 
in its origin. No lofty aspirations, no tender love, no 
animating hopes, no earnest prayer, no deep, holy long- 
ings, no vitalizing joy, no conscious pride and dignity, no 
God, presided over the- relation in which it originated ; 

V but shrinking disgust in one parent, and brutnl sensu- 
ality, and indifference to its welfare, in the other. No 
Gloria in Excelsis was sung by angels or men over its 
conception or birth; but sensualism, shame, anguish, 
and, it may be, curses deep and bitter, attended its 
entrance into life. What must a child, as it grows to 
maturity, think of an existence thus begun, and of those 
who could trifle with the deepest and most potent memo- 
ries of the past in their offspring T Would you thus 
live in the hearts of your children ? If not, then do 
them not this foul wrong. On your pai*t, let the exist- 
ence of your child be a designed and a longed-for 
existence. What proportion of cases of maternity result 
from a relation held with a view to the development of a 
child? Few, very few, compared to the number born. 
The relation was held without any wish or design to 
Lave a child ; but eolely with a view to sensual gratifica- 
tion. Consequently, the child must inherit, to some 
extent, the conditions the parents happen to be in at the 
moment The child is robbed of a pure, truq, thought- 
ful birthright, and is the offspring of reckless, solfisli 
passion, rather than of a tender, anxious, thoughtful and 
fiir-seeing love. Never subject your wife to the possi- 

1 bility of a maternity which, on your part, is undesigned, 
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and, on bar part^ vndesrecL Your lewud will be great 
and aoie, in tbe erer-growing lore and reelect of yoor | 

wife, in tbe bealtbfal and barroonioiia orgamiiatioa and | 
vpwardtendeneiea of jour children, and in tbe oonsdons- 
ncM of an erer-growing tendemeaa and nobleness of 
manhood in yonnelC 

The power <^ tbe mother over tbe child, after birth, ^ 
is conceded to be great; what, thmi, must it be before? "^^^ ^ ^ 
Who can estimate it? Beasoning from tbe fiicts I have "^ ^^ >t^ y 
stated, we should conclude it to be absolute, and without /^ ^ 
limit For good or for evil, it must be great The ^^ \^ 
organic and constitutional tendencies of body and soul to ^/^ ^ 
health or disease, to good or evil, arc settled previous to ^^ 

birth. The character and destiny of the future man or 
woman depend, essentially, on those ant e-na tal tenden- 
cies. These depend on the influences that are brought 
to bear on the child during that period. Whatever 
agencies bear, injuriously or othenv'ise, on the mother, 
must control the unborn child with greater and more 
permanent cflfect What influence has an abhorred ma- 
ternity on the conditions of the mother? It must be 
great; but great as it is, it is still greater and more 
abiding on the child. Its post-natal life will be- more 
aflcctcd by those ante-natal influences, than by all that 
are brought to bear on it after its birth. The crime 
against the mother is great, but the crime against the 
child is greater, and more enduring and terrible in its 
consequences. 

When maternity is imposed on your wife without her 
consent, and contrary to her appeal, how will her mind 
necessarily be affected towards her child 7 It was con* 
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oeivcd in dresid, and in bitterness of spirit. Every stage 
of its foetal development is watched with a feeling of 
settled repugnance. In every step of its ante-natal 
progress, the child meets only with grief and indignation 
in the mother. She would crush out its life, if she 
could. She loathed its conception; she loathed it in 
every stage of its ante-natal development. She ciinnot 
love and cherish it, for nought, it may be, is associated 
with its existence, from the beginning, but pain and 
sorrow. Ti^nder, cherishing, vitalizing love does not 
preside over its conception and development, but grief 
and anguish. Instead of fixing her mind on devising 
ways and means for the healthful and happy organization 
and development of her child, before it is bom, and for 
its post-natal comfort and support, her soul is intent on 
its destruction, and her thoughts devise plans to kill it 

In this, how often is she aided by others ! There 
are those, and they are called men and women, whose 
profession is to devise ways to kill children before they 
are bom. Those who do this would not hesitate to kill 
^'Ki^^ X tliem after they are bom; for the state of mind that 
would justify and instigate ante-natal child-murder, 
would justify and instigate post-natal child-murder. 
Yet, public sentiment consigns the murderer of post- 
natal children to the dungeon or the gallows ; while the 
murderers of ante-natal children are often allowed to 
pass in society as honest and honorable men and women. 
The unwelcome child is ever before the mother. She 
regards it as a sacrilegious intruder into the domain of 
her life ; an invader of the holy of holies of her being. 
She had never called for it; it waa thrust upon her, as 
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it were, bj fraud and violence. Besides, it is the child 
of one whom this very outrage has caused her to dread 
or despise. The child is ever-present to her, not as a 
pledge of love, an answer to the earnest prayer of her 
wifely soul, as a source of living joy and ennobling 
hopes ; but as a witness of her shame and degradation, 
and of the great wrong done her by its father, and by 
one whom she had loved and trusted, but to bo betrayed. 
She meets her innocent, unconscious babe, at every step 
of its ante-natal development, with a frown, and beats it 
back with threats and weapons of death. 

What makes that mother feel so towards her unborn 
babe ? It is to lier an unwelcofne child. Maternity is 
thrust upon her before she is prepared for it. Her body 
shrinks from the suifering it brings to her; her soul 
sanctions not, but abhors, its existence. God, sp<^king 
through the body and soul of that mother, frowns on its 
conception, its development, and its birth. Its mother, 
and the 6o3 of its mother, are conspiring against tho 
health, the happiness, tho character and destiny, of the 
child, and of the future man or woman. How can that 
child, as it comes to man's or woman's estate, possibly be 
in harmony with God or man? Elements of strife Mere / y 
incorporated, by its father's agency, into its body and " ^*"' 
soul, as its birthright inheritance. 

It is vain to talk to her about cheerfully and joyfully 
submitting to her condition, and, for her child|s sake, to 
give it a loving, joyous welcome'. She cannot, by an 
effoi*t of will, nor by any course of discipline, nor from 
considerations of duty, compel her nature to acquiesce in 
such a wrong to herself and her child, and willingly and 
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joyfully accept a maternity thrust upon her in contempt 
of her deaircst and most sacred rights, and in oppoaition 
. to her hearths appeals for mercy. She finds no call in 
her nature for a child ; she cannot create it by an effort 
of will. She is not yet prepared, mentally or physiciilly, 
to meet the sufferings and responsibilities of such a rehi- 
tion. She can no more foi*ce hei-self into giving a loving 
reception to that unwelcome child, and to that undesired 
maternity, tlian slie c;in force herself into a true love and 
respect for the father of such a child, and the doer of this 
wrong. 

Just so far as she was accessory to its conception, and 
a willing partner in the relation in which it originated, 
she is responsible, and worthy of condemnation ; but she 
is not to blame for not joyfully accepting a maternity 
thrust upou her without her consent. As well blame a 
woman for not loving and respecting a husband thrust 
upon her by parental-, ecclesiastical, or civil authority, 
and from whom, by the instincts of her nature, she is 
strongly repelled. As well blame the flower for shrink- 
ing fi*om the mildew that blights it, or the dove for 
shrinking from the vulture that would rend it. 

War is declared between that mother and her child 



>^ before it is born ; a war that must be lasting as life, — 
* a deadly conflict, to which the' happiness, and, it may be, 
V the life of the child must be victimized^^J^o efforts of the 
yother of your child, after it is bom, can make peace 
between her and her child, and obliterate from its mind 
all traces of the wrong done to it before it was bom. 
And this internal, organic discord, this war, must extend 
tflf you, the fiither, as well as to the mother. The mother 
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cannot feel, toward your child, thus originated, as she 
would had her soul rejoiced in its conception, its devel- 
opment and birth, with a pure, concentrated joy, which 
such a matemity alone can bring. After the child of an 
undesired maternity is bom, pit/ for the helpless babe, 
rather than a rapturous welcome to a longed-for treasure, 
prompts her to care for it, — though facts demonstrate 
that a deadly hate in the mother^s heart can pursue the * 
ofi&pring of such a maternity after it is bom. Yet beforo 
it is bom, but one feeling fills her soul, — a feeling of 
deep, settled hostility against its existence, — a feeling 
that it has no right to be. Its existence is unssmctioncd 
and unconsecrated by its mother. The child struggles 
into life against the spirit of murder in her heart Talk 
of a mother^s joy over such a birth. ! It is blasphemy 
against Maternity. 

Pause, my friend, and let your thoughts dwell on this 
subject. You would exalt and perfect human nature. ^*%n 
You live but to people this earth with nobler types of c^ 
men and women. It is the only true and great end of ^\^ 
life. If you would labor for this sublime object, pause 



and' consider this crime, in its bearing on the mother 



towards your child, and through her, on the character 
and destiny of that child. Enter into and compi*ehend, 
if you can, the feelings which an undesired maternity 
must excite in the mind of your wife towards your child. 
Measure, if you can, the wrong done your child by giv- 
ing it being under such circumstances. See its helple:is- 
ness, its.innocence, and the crime you perpetrate against 
it. Can that child love and respect you ? Can it ever 
forgive you ? Can it ever be reconciled to you ? In 
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vain yott talk to such a child about filial gratitude and 
obedience. It will answer by pointing you to paternal 
^ wrong, inflicted on its helplessness Disobedience, in- 
gi-jititude and defiance are constitutional, — bred in its 
bones, organized into every fibre of its being. 

Consider well the power your wife holds over your 
child, and over its destiny as a man or woman, and a.sk 

— Shall that power be for good or evil? Shall it be 
exerted to give your child a beautiful, healthy, vigorous 
body, or a body corrupted and deformed by a painful and 
loathsome disesise 7 Shall it be useil to secure to your 
child^s soul tenderness, tiiith, justice, generosity and 
nobleness, or wi-ath, revenge, nicanncss and falsehood? 

— to impress on its moral naiture the stamp of Divinity, 
or the stamp of a thief, a slaveholder, a pirate, a mur- 
derer, or an assassin ? 

It is for you, the husband and father, to answer these 
questions. jSIainhj, if not entirely, you are to decide 
whether this great power shall be a blessing or a cui-se 
to your child. How ? Never impose on your wife a 
fnaiernifj/y except at the call of her own nature. When 
she is ready to tike charge of the germ of a new life, and 
can joyfully welcome the responsibilities and trials of its 
development and birth, then, and never till then, impart 
it to her. Then will a tendetness ineifable, a love that 
is all-hoping, all-endui*ing. and all-pervading, and a joy 
unspeakable and full of glory, preside, like a wise and 
loving Providence, over the conception, ante-natal growtli 
and education, and the birth of your child. At heart, 
tender, loving and vigilant as the heart of God, will watch 
over it for good. The perfection and happiness of your 
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child will be the one controlling motive of her life, and 
whether she eat or di*ink, labor or rest, or whatever she 
does, she will do all to the glory of that priceless and 
most welcome charge yoa have committed to her cai*e. 

How ennobling, how imposing is Maternity, M'hen thus 
bestowed and thus accepted ! How sublime its responsi- 
bilities, how pure its joys ! How heroic its sufferings, 
how august its martyrdom, when thus joyfully and calmly 
endured ! There is no heroism of earth so imposing, so 
sublime, and so full of glory, as that of Maternity, when 
I joyfully accepted, and lovingly and calmly endured! No 
human act can be so potent and so lasting in its results. 
But no agony is so appalling as that of a Maternity from 
which the soul of woman shrinks with disgust and hon*or. 

The character of individual and social man, and the • ^ 
destiny of the race, are wi*apped up in Maternity. Shall ! 
a function so replete with suffering and responsibility be 
imposed on woman, ngiiinst her prayers and her teal's, 
merely for the momentary gratific;ition of man ? Man- 
hodl, as well as womanhood, cries out agaiinst the outmge. 
All that is true and noble in man says, " Forbear ! " 
Only that which is sensual, brutal, devilish, can perpe- 
trate this wrong against the mother and child, or approve 
of it. 

AVoma-n would find rest and fulness of joy in man. She 
rushes to him as to her tower of strength, to shelter and 
be sheltered to love and be loved, to bless and be blesscil. 
A love that knows no fear, a trust that feaj's no danger, 
lay her in his bosom, and prompt to and consecrate the 
enth*e surrender of her soul and body to his manly keep- 
ing. Will you call that man true, noble or honorablci 
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who can take advantage of a love 80 pure and a trust 80 
boundless, to impose on her a suffering and anguish, and 
a responsibility, for which she is not prepared, and from 
which her soul shrinks ; thus placing her iu an unnatural 
position in reg*ard to her child, and thus outraging his 
own offspring, by giving it an existence loathed even by 
the mother who gave it birth 7 What shall be said of 
the man who will commit a deed so atrocious ? A hus- 
band he is not ; he ignores the first principles of a true 
and noble manhood. He is but a selfish, disgusting sen- 
sualist A father he is not, deserving tender and loving 
reverence from his wife, but an anima)L, whose brutal 
gratification is the first law of life, and one whom neither 
mother nor child can respect 

But t will reserve further remarks on this subject 
tt:itil my next letter. 

. Thine, H. C. W. 
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LETTER lY. 
TB> caaa AOAVsst thb coud, as affbciiso its * 

JUnn-KATAL BOVCAtlOV. 

DSAB Fris9d: 

In the preceding letter, I have shown how, and to 
what extent, a maternity, undesigned bj the father and 
undesired by the mother, aScets the organization, charac- 
ter and destiny, of the chikL I wish to pursue the 
question still further. 

Life is before you, — a long and happy one, I trust 
Blay it increase in goodness and usefulness as it does in 
years ! Your power is great, and will be greater. Al- 
rciuly the minds of thousands are deeply and permanently 
influenced by you. I know that Man, and not institu- 
tions or dogmas, is the object of your devotion ; that the ^. 4 
all-controlling, ever-present sentiment of your life is, the "^t^ 
aupreinncy of man over his incldcnijs, I know that 
you reverence man, not his incidents. You feel, and in 
your life seek to embody the truth, that man is denial^ 
his institutions transient and ever-changing. Man is the 
gYcut/act ; his religious, social, governmental, ecclesias- 
tical, literary, monetary and commeroial surroundings 
ai*o merely passing incidents of his existence, to be 
changed or cast; away as suits his growth and conve- 
nienoo. Man is the substance, all else the shadow. The 
appendages will be laid aside, but man will !ive, death- 
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lesa^ ja Ggd . Tou would never sacrifice man to his 
incidents ; the head to the hat, or the body to the coat, 
— the enduring substance to the passing sh:ulow. 

You see and worship God in man, not in his incidents. 
^^Jl In those relations which bear most directly and power- 
> • fully on the development, purity and nobility of your 
manhood, and on your character and destiny, you recog- 
nize the most perfect manifestation of the Divine pres- 
ence and power. In them, the great thinking intellect 
and pulsating heart of the universe, — the God-element 
of Nature, — speak to you as in nothing else^^^ ""^ 

Of all your relations, which is most potent to develop 
your manhood, to unfold to yourself, and to all, the hid- 
den wealth and depths of your being; to vitalize and 
call into manly activity all the powers of your physical 
and intellectual nature ? Your soul promptly answers, 
''That of the husband and the father." No man 
who has lived in those relations can doubt the truth of 
your .answer. God speaks to you through your wife and 
child, as through no other being of the past or present. 
Through those loved ones. He, as it were, rcndero him- 
self visible, audible, tangible to you, and you meet him 
and talk with him face to face. They are his natunil 
prophets and messiahs to you — the media through 
which the God-element of the universe flows into you, 
quickening and . vitalizing, and arousing to energetic 
activity, all the powers of your manhood. Through 
them, an influence is throxm upon and around you, 
which silently, but surely, defines and shapes your plana 
of life, and quickens, expands, and ennobles your affec- 
tions. In them, a Pressnob is ever before you, whose 
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beauty and brightness illummate your pathway, and 
Trhich is ever beckoning you onward and upward, and 
breathing into your soul a desire and a daring to reach 
the sublimest heights of purity and nobleness. In'/ 
truth, you may say, in your wife and child ai*e the \ 
hidings of God's power, to form your character and shape \ 
your destiny. 

What, then, so important to you, as a true knowl- 
edge and just appreciation of your relations as a husband 
and father 7 As a husband and father, you. can do moro 
to elevate and perfect the human type, and to save 
youi*8elf, than you can in any other relation : political, 
ecclesiastical, commercial and social relations are* insig- 
nificant, in comparison. I know you live but to glorify 
the nature you bear, and to enjoy that glorified nature 
forever. Such being with you the chief end of exist- 
ence, I ask you to weigh, with Ciindor and earnestness, 
the following observations on the Ante-Natal Edu- 
cation AND History of Man. I have long been 
accustomed to consider human beino^s in connection 
with three states, and to think, speak and write on the 
comparative influence of these states on their character 
and destiny : 

1. The state preceding birth, which I am accustomed 
to call the Ante-Natal state. 

2. The state between birth and death, or the embodied 
state. 

3. The state after death, or the disembodied state. 
The two List, the Post-Natal spheres or states. 

Beligion, government, education, commerce, agricul 

turo, mechanics, literature, the press^ tha convention, — 
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these, hitherto, have confined attention, almost exclu- 
sively, to human life in its post-natal spheres, embodied 
or disembodied. They take up human beings, after 
they are bom, and seek to do for them \?hat they may ^ 
to promote their welfare; and much of the doing con- 
sists in trying to undo what had been done for them in 
the ante-natal state. To a great extent, in promoting 
the education of children, this state has been ignored, as 
having no connection with the character and destiny in 
the post-natal spheres. 

Come, m;} friend, go with me back to that which 
Church and State have overlooked, and view human 
beings between conception and birth. The period .'j 
brief; but is it not important 7 Is it powerless? Are 
no influences exerted and no events transpiring there, 
of sufficient moment to render them worthy attention, 
in considering the history and estimating the charac- 
ter of the individual man or woman, or of states and 
nations? 

Many years since, the conviction was settled in my 
mind, t^iat that period, though so brief, and hidden fi*om 
observation in the veryjhidy,JiLhplies of die temple of 
life, has more to do in giving tone to our feelings, inten- 
sity, activity and character to our passions and appetites, 
direction to our thoughts and plans, and in moulding our 
character and shaping our destiny, in the post-natal 
spheres of our being, than all that is brought to bear on 
us after we are bom. Our antg-katal history is 
THB KEY TO OUR POST-NATAL LIFE. There is not a 
man or woman who is not a living witness to the tmth 
of this assertion. 
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I think it cannot be doubted, that much of the physi- 
cal disease and suffering, and much of the idiocy, insan- 
ity, and mental and moral obliquity of our post-natal, 
embodied state, is the result of our ante-natal organiza- 
tion. Much, indeed, is done for us before tlie germs of 
our being leave the paternal organism. They must, to ^ 
a greater or less extent, receive the impress of tho**^ 
father's conditions of body and soul ; and he will do a ^( 
service to the world who shall show to fathers their V 

responsibilities in this matter. But Muteniihj is the 
subject under considemtion ; and in discussing this, my 
concern with the germ is after the mother takes charge 
of it. The period between conception and birth is 
that to which I would c:ill your attention. 

From a long and critical observation of facts, and a 
persevering effoit to trace the physical, intellcctuali 
social and spiritual conditions and phenomena of the in- <^ 

dividual and social lives of children and adults, in the y^ 

many thousands of famflics in which, for a longer or ^ ] 
shorter time, I have been an inmate, I long ago came ^ ^J-i^ 
to the conclusion, that to their Ante-Natal Education, <^ c^'^ 
men and women are more beholden for their healthful or 
diseased physical conditions, sufferings or enjoyments, 
and for their mental and spiritual tendencies, their 
peculiarities of temper and disposition, tlieir aptitudes to 
tinith or falsehood, to justice or injustice, to love or hate, 
to peace or war, to temperance or drunkenness^ to for- 
giveness or revenge, to sexual purity or impurity, to 
happmess or misery, than to all the influences that are 
brought to bear on them, after they are bom, to what- 
ever age they may attain. These tendencies, whether 
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of body or soul, are roainly, if not entirely, organized as 
fixed facts of existence in the individual man or >voman, 
in their ante-natal state. There is not a human being, 
there never was one, and never will be, whoso whole 
life is not essentially, constantly, and in its minutest de- 
tails, instigated and directed, more or less, by gestational 
influences. 

If this be so, where are we to look for the foiming 
and controlling causes of human character and destiny, 
and of physical, mental, and spiritual idiosyncrasies? 
Where shall we go to find tho true foundations of biog- 
raphy and history, and the controlling elements of all 
religions and governments? Wliere go to find the main- 
springs of war, slavery, drunkenness, polygamy, licen- 
tiousness, and of all the sufferings, anguish and woes of 
marriage and domestic life, that arise from the abuse of 
the sexual element? Where go to find the cause of a 
repulsive and loathed maternity, and of the horror? 
to which it leads ? Where, indeed, but to the germs of 
diseases, and the aptitudes to good or evil, that were 
organized into the bodies and souls of men and women, 
as fixed facts and elements of life, by influences that 
were brought to bear upon them, through the mater- 
nal organism, between the periods of conception and 
birth? 

This ante-natal education makes the man and woman, 
the Religion and Government, the Church and State, 
the social, educational, and commercial customs and in- 
stitutions; and whoever attempts to write the biography 
of an individual, or the history of a Church or State, 
without reference to that education, and its controlling 
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power over human character and destmy, foils to present 
the whole truth. He £iils to trace effects to their causes, 
and must necessarily give a paitial or perverted view of 
the phenomena of life. 

" Maxima debeiur pueris reverential [The great- * 
est reverence is due to childhood.] Thus sang the x. 
Bonian poet Juvenal, two thousixnd yeai-s ago. Revcr- V^\t 
encc childhood ! If this be so impoi'tiiiit after the child ^i^^y\ 
is born, how much more reverence is due to iinle-natal ^ ^ 

childhood ? Be thy hands clean, thy robes spotless, thy *^^ 

looks, thy tones, thy mien, tender, sweet, loving, rfcvcr- 
ential, and thy heart filled and thrilled with pure wor- 
ship, as thou enterest the temple of man's ante-natal 
life! With these feelings, enter with me the very 
holy of holies of that temple, over which God spreads 
his wings of tenderest love and highest wisdom, as pro- 
tecting cherubims and seraphinis. Behold, there, the 
unconscious future man or womun, in a process of ges- 
tational organizjition and development, subjected to in- 
fluences over which he or she has no control, and receiv- 
ing a physical, intellectual, social and spiritual education 
that is to decide the character, for good or evil, for hap- 
piness or misery, in the gi*eat future that is opening 
before them. 

See what a future is wrapped up in that unconscious 
embryo man or woman ! It may be that the fates of 
states and empires are being inscribed, by some unseen 
power, on that body and soul. Already that unformed 
child may hold in its gi*asp the destinies of millions and 
of ages. But who is the educator 7 Who guides tho 
pen that is mscribing peace or war, liberty or slavery 
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life or death, to those millions and those ages, and the 
scroll of destiny to states and kingdoms, to religions and 
governments, on the soul of that unborn babe? Tue 
UOTHER. Through her must come every glement essen- 
tial to constitute the body and soul of that child ; and, 
as it passes through her system, it must receive the 
stamp of her physical, social and spiritual conditions. 

Keep in mind the great fact, that the mentsil states 
of the mother, during gestation, must necessarily and 
permanently affect every particle of that substance >vhich 
goes to make the organization and growtii of her child, 
for good or evil. Whatever injuriously aiTccts her 
thoughts and feelings, must permanently affect the 
physical, social, intellectual and moml aptitudes of her 
child. 

Suppose that you have, undesignedly and without her 
consent, imposed maternity on your wife. On discover- 
ing the fact, it becomes most repulsive to her nature. 
She is not prepared to bear the cross and endure the 
crucifixion. Instantly, her soul is filled with murderous 
intent She resolves to nip and crush the opening bud 
of life, — to procure aborti on, — that is, to commit the 
deed of ante-natal child-murder. She does not feci that 
it is her child. She may regard it as i/ottrs, but she 
cannot acknowledge it as her own ; and tltough it must 
receive its gestational development in her organism, she 
cannot tenderly and lovingly cherish and guard it, as 
bone of her bone, flesh of her flesh, and soul of her soul. 
It is 80 in fact y but not in her feelings. She asked not 
for it; her soul repels it as an intruder, thrust upon her 
without her oonsent, and in oontempt, it may be, of her 
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earnest remonstrance, — for thus it often is. The child, 
she feels, has no right to an existence at her expense, 
and who shall say it has? An uninvited and hated 
intruder is cj^hausting her vital energies, and robbing 
her of tliat which no eaithlj treasures can ever restore • 
or recompense. Through her physical suffering and 
mental anguish, an unbidden and loathed guest is feed- 
ing and thriving on her hcait's blood. Desperation, and 
the bitterness of death, are in her heart. Murder fills 
her soul towards your unconscious and innocent babe. 

Who is responsible 7 On whom rests the guilt ? It 
is your work. You forced that heavy burden upon her, 
and compelled her to bear it. You thrust your child, as 
an intruder, into the sacred domain of her life, to derive 
existence through her organism and at her expense, 
knowing that she was not prepared to welcome it, and to 
bond the forces of her nature to its gi'owth and support ; ^ 
and contimry, it may be, to her earnest entresitics that 
she might be spared this pain and anguish till she was v - 
ready joyfully to welcome them. But you heeded not. < - J 
her prayer ; you assumed the right to decide for her when \ / •-?..'' 
she was prepared to endure these trials, and under what \i^, ; 
circumstances she should be a mother. You must have J^ ^ , 
your stated gratification; you have abused your man- \J^ 
hood and your wife, till this indulgence, as you think, ^ 

has become as essential a want of your life as your daily 
food, — as the drunkard feels that alcohol is as essential 
as air to his existence and happiness ; and so you impose 
on her a maternity which her soul abhors. You horri- 
bly tax her vital energies^ ^^wUhoxit her cmiscnt!^ 
Murder is in her heart towards the uninvited and hated 



60 UNDSStRfiD MATBBKITY. 

intruder you have introduced into. the sanctuary of her 
life. 

That mother, whose heart is thus filled with murder 
towards your child, is its educator ! Into ]}er hands you 
« committed its destiny ; and in the very act of so doing, 
you aroused in her heart the spirit of murder against the 
unconscious, innocent being whom she is to nourish into 
life. In the very act of committing the germ of the 
new immortal to her, you destroyed in her the power to 
. be its loving, nursing mother. You knew that she 
would not and could not love and reverence it, and do 
justice to it; that she would hate it, and kill it if she 
could. All this you knew, yet you forced the chai'ge 
upon her ! 

Suppose your child wore bom ; would you commit its 
education and destiny to one, who, as you knew, would 
cherish murder in her heart towards it, who would ^* get 
rid of it^'.(su the phrase is), i. e., kill it, if she could 
without injury to hei*self, — yes, and kill it although at 
the risk of death to hei*self, such being lier dread and 
her loathing of the charge? You would, yourself, 1^ 
the murderer, if you did. Should you commit the posl- 
ftafffl eilacation and happiness of your^child to such a 
woman, knowing her utter repugnance to the charge, 
and her determination to **get rid, of it" if she could,— 
would you not be responsible for the conse<|uence8, 
whether she killed it, or whether she preserved it alive, 
only to infuse into it a deadly wrath and revenge to- 
wards you, and towards all of human kind 7 You would. 
You knew she loathed its existence when you thrust it 
upon her, and that she would destroy the young life if 
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she could; and that, if it lived to grow up under the 
training of such a spirit, it must be at war, in heart and 
life, with all its surroundings, must be unloved and 
unloving, hated and hating, and an object of anxiety and 
dread to all with whom it might chance to bo associated. 
What else do you do, when you impose on your wife a 
ninteniity unasked and abhori'od? You commit the 
development and education of your child, during the 
most import;int and susceptible period of its existence, 
to one who assures you she is not prepared for the 
charge, who entreats you to spare her, and who loathes 
the very thought of its existence. Every element of her 
womanly nature, for the time being, recoils from its 
presence in her system. Slie pleads that you would 
spare her this burden, at this time, and until her naturj 
calls for it, and is prepared joyfully to meet the martyr- 
dom maternity must bring to her. Heedless of her 
prayers, and, it may be, of threats of death to your 
child, you demand the surrender of her pci'son to your 
passion. Maternity ensues. Murder enters her heart 
towards your child, at the same time. She tries to 
*^gct rid of it," — to murder it. She succeeds. The 
young life you had committed to her care is nipped in 
the bud, as you were assured it would be before you 
resigned it to her keeping. Where rests the responsi- 
bility ? On you, primarily and mainly. You murdei'ed 
your own child, not, indeed, with your own hands, — 
you drove another to do the desperate deed, and that 
other, your wife, who came to you, with a loving and 
trusting heart, to save and to be saved ; and you, to 

gratify your selfish passion, drove her to the commission 

6 
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**\o{ the crime of ante-natal child-murder, — a crime that 
must forever weigh upon her soul like a mountain of 
guilt and shame; a deed, after the doing of which, no 
true w^oman can ever, in this life, stand proud and sUin- 
less, in conscious innocence and dignity, before the tri- 
bunal of her womanhood. She has done a deed for 
which great Nature can find no excuse but ignorance ; 
but which, even when done in ignorance, she regards as 
1^ violation of her just laws, and punishes as such, with 
appropriate penalties, — the loss of self-res])cct, and the 
consciousness of degradation. 

Yet all this suffering, anguish, crime and conscious 
degradation, you, the husband, have forceil upon her, 
solely for the momentary, and, under the circumstances, 
most unnatuml, gratification of your sensual passion, — 
a passion which, when controlled by manly love and 
wisdom, and held in abeyance to the health, purity, and 
happiness of your wife and children, would bring only 
honor to their hearts and to your home, but wliich, when 
thus indulged without regaixl to the wishes and condi- 
tions of your wife, and merely for your personal pleas- 
ure, spreads crime, pollution, misery and death, all 
around. 
^ How dare you, how dare any husband, commit the 
destiny of his child into the hands of one, who, as he . 
knows, thus losithes the thought of its existence ? How 
can you subject your child to the jx>ssibility of such a 
gestational organization and development : such an ante- 
natal education ; or force upon your wife the suffering 
^nd anguish of a loathed and hated maternity, or the 
necessity of doing a deed from which the soul of every 
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noble woman must shrink with sickenmg horror? You 
could not do this wrong to your wife and child, till your 
manhood was sunk in the mire of disjmstins sensual- 
ism. 

A loathed and hated maternity ! A woman, a mother, 
shrinking with disgust and horxx)r from the thought of 
giving existence to her child ! A mother's heart throb- 
bing with murder toward the child over whose develop- 
ment and education it is presiding ! Do you say this is 
strong language? — too strong? That it cannot bo? 
Do you say a mother does not, cannot, hate and loathe 
her unborn babe? Why, then, does she kill it? Her 
spirit is known by its fruit. Is not her whole soul bcnt>. ' 
on its destruction, even at the risk of her own health \ 
and life? 

abortion ! " " Get rid of it ! " Gentle terms, 
these; respectable, no doubt, as some count gentle and 
respectable; but used to cover a most foul, unnatuml 
deed Anic-iwtal c hild'nui^ der alone can truly express 
the nature of the act. If no murderous hate is in the 
mother's heart, why docs she, kill the child ? If you 
saw a mother seeking to kill her child after it was boi*n, 
knowing that she did it because its existence was hateful 
to her, and because she did not wish to bear the burden 
of its nursing and training, would you not conclude that 
her heart was filled with murder towards it? So when 
a woman is willing to imperil her own life, to outage 
every womanly element of her being, and forfeit the 
conscious innocence and respect of her own soul, to inflict 
death upon her unborn child, you may be sure that a 
deep and terrible loathing and hatred ai*e in her heart 
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towards tho new and cxpnding life which the husband, 
for mere sensual gratificiition, has thrust upon her. 

What means tho wide-spreading disposition among 
men and women to procure and to, palliate the murder 
of children befoi*e they are born? One thing is surely 
indicated by it, namely, the increasing sensualism of 
men, and their determination to gi*atify it without regard 
to consequences to their wives and children. It is a swift 
witness against their purity and nobleness, and shows an 
utter recklessness in the pursuit of sensual pleasure. It 
also opens the frightful depths to which woman can fall 
and hiis fallen. How many women of New England 
have on their souls, at this hour, the ineffaceable stain 
of ante-natal child-murder? How many bear in their 
physical organism the incurable results of this crime? 
How many families are now suffering from it? Go ask 
the men and women doctors, who, for gold, perpetrate 
this crime, and who shamelessly advertise their infamy. 
Tens of thousands of wives and mothei's are to be seen, 
all over the country, at once the perpetrators and victims 
of this cruel and disgusting act ; all, all to administer to 
the sensualism of men, Svho are called husbands ! Hus- 
bands ! tho guilt is mainly yours ; and the damnation is 
just. Beneath your foal wrong to their nature, your 
wives sink, and you must go down with them. 

Ponder tho following extract from a private letter, 
containing the experience of a wife and mother, in re- 
gard to enforced and hated maternity and ante-natal 
diild-murder. The letter is of recent date ; the writer 
and her family arc known to me personally : 
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** Before we married, I informed him [the luisband] of my 
dread of having children. I told him I was not yet jireparcd to 
meet the suilcringti and responsibilities of maternity. IIo 
entered into an arrangement to prevent it, for a H|H}ciliod time. 
This agreement was disregarded. After the legal form was 
over, and he felt that he could now indulge his ^uission without 
loM of reputation, and under legal and religious sanctions, ho ' 
insisted on the surrender of my person to his will. IIo violated 
his promise at the beginning of our united life. That fatal 
bridal night ! it has left a cloud on my soul and on my homo, 
that can never pass away on earth. I can never forget it. It 
sealed the doom of our union, as it does of thous:inds. 

** lie wiis in feeble health'; so was I ; and 1>oth of us mentally 
depretfsed. But the sickly germ was imjdanted, and conception 
took place. We wore {xior and destitute, having made no prep- 
arations for a home for ourselves and child. I was a stricken 

woman. In September, 1838, we came to , and settled 

in a new country. In the March following, my child, doveloiiod 
under a heiirt throbbing with dread and anguish at the thought 
of its existence, was bom. After three months* struggle, I be- 
came reconciled to my, at iirst, unwelcome child. But the im- 
press of my impatience and hostility to its existence, previous to 
its birth, was on my chihl, never to be efraccil ; and to this hour, 
that child is the victim of an nndesired maternity. 

•* In one year, I found I was again altout to be a mother. I 
was in a state of frightful det«{>air. My iirst-bom wivs sickly and 
very troubi«?sonie (how could it be otherwise?), needing constant 
care and nursing. My husband cIio]>ped wood for our support. 
Of the injustice of bringing children into the world to such 
poverty and misery, I was then as sensible as now. I \vi\s in 
dcspivir. I felt that death would be preferable to maternity 
under such circumstances. A desire and determination to get 
rid of my child entered into my heart. I consulted a lady 
friend, and by her persuasion and assistance, killed it. Within 
loss than a year, maternity was again imposed u])on me, with no 
better prospect for doing justice to my child. It was a most 
painful conviction to mo ; I (olt that I oould not have another 
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child at that time. All seemed dark as death. I hod begged 
and prajed to be pparod this trial again, till I was prepared to 
accept it joyfully ; but my husband insisted on his gratification, 
without regard to my wishes and conditions. 

** I consulted a phytjiciun, and told him of my unhappy state 
of mind, and my aversion to having another child, for the presr- 
ent, lie w^as ready with his logic, his medicines and instru- 
ments, and told me how to destroy it. Ailer experimenting on 
..y myself three months, I was successful. I killed my child about 
fixe months after conception. 

'* A few months after this, maternity was again forced upon 
me, to my grief and anguish. I determined, again, on the 
child*8 destruction ; but my courage failed as I came to the 
practical deed. My health and life were in jeopardy ; for my 
living child *8 sake, I wished to live. I made up my mind to do 
the best I could for rtiy unl)om babe, whoso existence seemed so 
unnatural and repulsive. I knew its young life would be deeply 
and lastingly afibctod by my mental and physical conditions. I 
became, in a measure, reconciled to my dark fate, and was as 
Teeigned.and happy as I could be under the circumstances. I' 
had just such a child as I had every reason to expect. I could 
do no justice to it. How could 1 7 

'* Soon after the birth of my child, my husband insisted on his 
accustomed indulgence. Without any wish of my own, mater- 
nity was again forced upon me. I dared not attempt to get 
rid of the child, abortion seemed so crud, so inhuman, unnatu- 
ral, and repulsive. I resolved again, for my child *s sake, to do 
the best I could for it. Though I could not joyfully welcome, I 
resolved quietly to endure, its existence. 

*' After the birth of this child, I felt that I could have no 
more to share our poverty and to suflTer the wrongs and trials of 
an unwelcome existence. I felt that I had rather die at once, 
and thus end my life and my power to be a mother together. 
My husband cast the entire core of the family on mo. I had 
icaroely on« hour to -devote to my children. My husband still 
inaifted on hia gratification. I was the veriest slave Ulive* Life 



THB CBDCB A6AINSI THB CHILD. 67 

had lo8t its charms. The graye seemed my only refuge, and 
Death my only friend. 

** In this state, known as it was to my husband, he thrust 
maternity upon me twice. I employed a doctor^ to kill my 
child, and in the destruction of it, in what should have been the 
Tigor of my life, ended my power to be a mother. I was shorn 
of the brightest jewel of my Womanhood. I suffered, as woman 
alone can suffer, not only in body, but in bitter remorse and 
anguish of soul. 

*' All this I passed through, under the terrible, withering con- 
sciousness, that it was all done and suffered solely that the pas- 
sion of my husband might hare a momentary indulgence. Yet 
such had been my false religious and social education, that, in 
submitting my person to his passion, I did it with the honest 
conviction that, in marriage, my body becamo the property of 
my husband. lie said so ; all women to wliom I applied for 
counsel, said it was my duty to submit, that luislxinds expected 
it, liad a right to it, and must have this indulgence, whene%'er 
they wore excited, or suffer ; and that in tliis way alone could 
wives rotiiin tlio love of their husbands. I had no alternative but 
silent, suffering submission to his passion, and tiien procure ' 
abortion, or leave him, and thus resign my children to the ten- 
dor niorcics of one with whom I could not live myself. A1x)rtion 
was most repulsive to every feeling of my nature. It seemed 
degrading, and, at times, rendered me an object of loathing to 
myself. 

** When my lirst-bom was three months old, I had a desperate 
struggle for my personal liberty. My husband insisted on his 
right to subject my person to his passion, before my babe was 
two months old. I saw his conduct then in all its degrading and 
loathsome injustice. I pleaded, with tears and anguish, for my 
own and my chiUrs sake, to bo spared ; and had it not been for 
my helpless child, I should then have ended the struggle by bolt- 
ing my legal bonds. For its siike, I submitted to that outrage, 
and to my own conscious degradation. For its sake, I con- 
cluded to take my chance in the world with other wives and 
mothers, who, as they assured mo, and as I then knew, were. 
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all around me, Bubjectod to like outnigoe, and driven to the de- 
', > grading practice of abortion. 

y*^ «« But, even then, I saw and arguod the justice of my personal 

^ rights in regard to Maternity, and the relation that loads to it, 
as strongly as you do now. I saw it all as clearly as you do. 
I was then, amid all the degrading influences that crushed mo, 
true and just in my womanly intuitions. I insisted on my riglit 
to say >rlien and under what circumstances I would accept of 
him the office of Maternity, and bec9me the mother of his child. 
I insisted that it was for me to say when and how often I should 
subject myseif to the liability of becoming a mother. But he 
became angry with me ; claimed ownership over me ; insisted 
tliat I, as a wife, was to submit to my husband, * in ail things ; ' 
threiitcned to leave mc and my children, and declared I was not 
fit to Ih) a wife. Fearing some fatal consequence to my child or 
to myself, being alone, destitute, and far from helpful friends, 
. in the far AVest, and fearing that my little one would be left to 
want, I stifled all expressions of my honest convictions, and 
ever after kept my aversion and painful struggles in my own 
bosom. 

** In every respect, so far as passional relations between myself 
and husband are concerned, I have ever felt myself to be a mis- 
erable and abject woman. I now see and feel it most deeply 
and painfully. If I was with a child in my arms, I was in con- 
stant dread of all personal contiict with my husband, lest I 
should have a new maternity thrust upon me, and be obliged to 

. wean one child before its time, to give place to another. In my 
misery, I have often cried out, * God ! is there no way out of 
this loathsome bondage 7 ' 

** It was not want of kindly feelings towards my husband that 
induced this state of mind, for I could and did endure every \m» 
vation and want without an unkind feeling or word, and evtMi 
cheerfully, for his sake. But every feeling of my soul did thou. 
does now, and ever must, protest against the cruel and loathsoiiio 
iigustiee of husbands towards their wives, manifested in impos- 
ing on them a maternity uncalled for by their own nature ond 
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most repulsive to it, and whose siifloringp and responaibilitiefl 
ilMj are unprepared and unwilling to meet. 

•* Yours, 



i« 



9f 



** Strong language ! " — " Too strong and sweeping 
epithets! " Can you, as a man, a husband and a father, 
read the above extract, and feel or say that my languago 
is too strong ? The above is the experience of a living 
wife and mother, nearly verbatim as written by herself. 
It is a simple, unvarnished, affecting story, but bearing 
on its face the stamp of truth, and the evidence of a sense 
of conscious injustice inflicted by the husband, and of a 
degradation self-inflicted, solely to escape what seemed to 
her a greater evil. Can such ^* loathsome injustice," on 
the part of husbands and fathers, towards their wives and 
unborn children, be reprobated in too strong terms? 

Husbands ! it is your licentiousness that drives your 
wives to a deed so abhorrent to their every wifely, 
womanly and maternal instinct ; a deed which ruins the 
health of their bodies, prostitutes their souls, and makes 
marriage, maternity, and womanhood itself, dcgi-ading 
and loathsome. No terms can sufiicicntly characterize 
the cruelty, meanness, and disgusting sclflshnoss and 
injustice of your conduct, when you impose on them a 
maternity so detested as to drive them to the dcspemtion 
of killing their unborn children, and often themselves. 

Is it a wonder that wives seek to justify themselves in 
resorting to ante-natal child-murder ? I do not wonder 
at it. The wonder is, that a woman should live one 
hour, as a wife, with one who imix)ses on her a repulsivo 
maternity, thus doing to her, and her child, the greatest 



70 UNDKSIRBD MATKRIWY. 

possible wrong; or who can, for one moment, subject 
her to the liability of becoming a mother, >vhen her own 
« nature repels the office. One such maternity, imposed 
after the husband knows that his wife shrinks from it, 
S^ should lead every woman to "bolt the legal bond" that 
binds her to such a man. If she does not, but submits 
to the injustice, she wrongs her child, her husband, and 
her own soul. The same plea may be offered in exten- 
uation of ante-natal child-mui*der, under circumst:mccs 
of enforced, repulsive maternity, that is offered in justi- 
fication of Margaret Gamer, the fugitive-slave mother, 
who cut the throat of one child and threw another into 
the river, to save them fi*om the savage clutch of licensed 
.kidnappers. 

Ante-natal child-murdcr^ — a mother killing her 
unborn babe to save it from a worse doom! It is 
a fearful alternative : one whose results to the soul of 
the mother are no less deadly than to the forming body 
of her child. It pi*ostitute3, crucifies, umrders, what- 
ever is pure,' lovely, wifely, motherly and womanly in 
her soul ; and, for the time being, as it were, blots from 
it the superscription and image oF God. She murdei*s 
her unborn babe, and often herself, to save herself and 
child from what she considers a more loathsome and 
repulsive doom. Who can harshly and coarsely condemn 
her ? She feel^ that death to herself and balx), at her 
own hands, is far prefemblo, and less o)*iminal, than n 
loathed maternity, and the birth of an unwelcome and 
hated child. To save hoi*self and child from slavery, the 
slave mother cuts its throat, and then her own. The 
wife, to save herself and child from what she regards as 
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a no less faon*iblo doom, iniposcil by the husband, destroys 
her unborn child, and brings do;ith to her own soul, if. 
not to her body. 

man ! where is thy manhood, that thou canst inflict 
this wrong on the woman, who, with an all- trusting love, * 
lays herself in thy bcooni, reposing f(hu*less confidence in 
thy manly love and power to shelter her from harm ? 
Husband ! where is thy love, thy justice, thy tender- 
ness, thy manliness, thy conscience, thy God, that Uiou 
canst impose these sufferings and responsibilities on thy 
wife, despite her tears and entreaties to be spared till 
she is ready joyfully to welcome them for thy sake and 
her own ? Fathers ! where is your reverence for your 
offspring, your tender regard for the claims of your 
unborn children, and your respect for all that qualifies 
you to bo fathers and your w*ives mothei*s, that you beget 
children to ante-natal mui-der, or to the, if )X)ssible, more 
terrible doom of an existence undosired, and abhorrent to 
the mothers that bore them ? 

Husbands ! listen to the voice of God, speaking to 
you through your wive«, andy-krtlie name of those most 
dear to your hearts, and most essential to the happinc^ 
and glory of your life and your homes, give heed to 
their pi*otests against an undesigned and repulsive 
maternity ! 

H. 0. W. 



f. 
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LETTER V. 

TUB ^VIFE'S appeal — TUfi UUSBAND'S RESPONSE. 

Dear Friend: 

In the three preceding letters, I have ondeavoivd to 
present to you the crime of an undesigned and undcsircd 
Maternity, especially in its bearing on the mother and 
the child. I have shown how it wrongs the mother by 
crushing out of her heart her love and respect for her 
husband, and converting them into a settled feeling of 
bitterness and contempt; and also by filling her with 
feelings of murderous hostility towards her child, and 
driving her to deeds which her soul abhoi*s, — thus 
destroying her self-respect, and making her to seem like 
a loathsome and degraded object in her own estimation. 
I have shown, also, how it wrongs the child, by. depriv- 
ing it of a mother^s loving sympsithy, by forcing it into 
an existence that is detested by father and mother, by 
stamping on it, beforo birth, disease amd crime, and tend- 
encies to all that is evil,. and thus subjecting it to the 
detestation of its fellow-beings, in its future manhooil or 
womanhood. The father perpetrates the deepest crime 
against the child, by committing its ante-natal education 
to the hands of one to whom its very existence is hor 
abhorrence and loathing. What groater crime could a 
husband and father commit against his wife and child 7 
None ; no, none ! 
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In this letter, I will give you the experience of a 
husband and wife, as given by themselves, and by a 
mutual friend, who is also a wife and a motlicr. I 
extract from their letters with few omissions. See, in 
the experience of this wife and mother, the deep, unut- 
tenible anguish, and the deeper woe of conscious degra- 
dation, to which woman, in her mistaken notions of con- 
jugal duty, her fear of losing a husband's love and 
confidence, and her horror of un undesired maternity, 
will subject herself Read over her experience, ais 
detailed by her friend and herself, and then say if 
any crime man can commit, can 8ui*psiss that which 
husbsvnds and fathers often do to their wives and chil- 
dren, merely for the momentary gratification of their 
sensual passions : 

** Somo fiftcon yoars ago, a man of culture, and ongagod in 
public llfo, was unitoil in nuirriago with an intiuiato friend of 
mino. With pride and confidonco, he Bolected her from a largo 
and admiring circle of friondif, as one cmboilying hitt itlotil of 
womanly oxcollonco. My friend was thought a fortunate girl 
(only sevontoon), and many thought him quite as fortunate. 
They were much in society, and she began to enjoy life in- 
tensely. 

** She was too much a woman not to desire offspring somo 

time, but she felt unprepared to have maternity forced upon 

her youth and inexperience. It came at a time when her hus* 

bund*s calling led him much from home, to mix in tlic society 

she so much enjoyed, and which she felt was contributing to 

make her what she so much desired to bo, — her huslmnd^t I /"t 

fitting and equal companion. It was not without a severe \ 

struggle she resigned these adyantages and checkeii her aspiro*-. ' 

tions. Uowevor, she submitted, though she keenly felt th0 

sacrifice. 

7 



% 
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** Though OTerwhelmod with the greatness of her rcBponsibili- 
ties, and an undefined dread of physical suffering, she was deter- 
mined not to appear weak, but bravely to meet and boar the 
burden imposed upon lior. Ilor husband was absent when the 
trisil hour came ; but when he returned, he took his babe and 
wife to his bosom with pride and joy, though its gestational 
development had, apparently, scarcely given him an anxious 
thouglit. 

" My friend's future looked bright. She did not see or under- 
stand the fact, that slie was to continue to develop .the germs of 
human beings into life, with little sustaining help from the 
father, whose caresses generally ended in exhausting her vital 
powers by passional indulgence. She did not complain, but 
rather rejoiced, as she saw her other powers of attraction to her 
husband depart one by one, that she was so organized as to bo 
able to meet what she knew he corsidered an essential want of 
his nature. 

" Eleven years passed, at which time she gave birth to her 
sixth child. She was a devoted mother, of a joyous spirit^ and 
potfsossed of wonderful elasticity. But woman cannot be en- 
tirely happy in maternity alone, without the presence and sus- 
taining power of her husband. If she is a true wife, she 
desires to be more to her husband than merely the mother of his 
children. 

** Iler husband made for* her a beautiful material home, and 
seemed happy when with her ; but he was much away ; he sought 
other pleasures, social and intellectual, in which she could not 
participate ; — she must stay at home, alone, with her children. 
Little did he know the trials of patience and strength in his wife, 
in being compelled to bear the responsibility of the health and 
training of her little ones alone. The world called lier a happy 
wife, and she felt that she ought to be so ; but a dark cloud v{us 
eoming over her once joyous spirit. She began to realize the 
fact, so iatal to a wife's happiness, that her husband did not feel 
her to be his equal, and a fitting companion to meet his social 
and intelleotuiU necessities. When he brought home a friend, 
•he listened to oonvonations and discussions in which she oould 
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not participate. She felt keenly the growing distance between 
them, and she knew too well how it liad come about. 

**She quietly made up her mind to liuvo no more children. * v** 
How did she propose to bring it about ? Not by uskiug her Iiua- >. ^ 
band to deny himself his accucitomod indulgence ; no, that, she 
thought, would be to cut herself olT from her strongest hold on 
his aiToction and confidence, and to sever the lost link of the ^-^^ . c 
chain that bound them togetlier. 8!ic did not expect tliat any 
precaution would enable her to escape conception. She brou«^ht 
herself to do what was most repugnant to lier nature, and which, 
as she felt, would destroy her solf-rcspect, and make her, in her 
own estimation, a degraded woman, namely, to tkocurk auok- 

TION. 

** The first shock given t«> her constitution by this abuse of her 
nature was comparatively light, liut once did not suffice. As a 
longer inter\'al pissed without a new-born babe than ever before, 
she had begun to take her place by her husljtiud's side in society, 
earnestly praying that slie miglit be sptired maternity evermore. 
Her husband delighted to have her with liiiii. He felt that ho 
had a riglit, by law and the customs of society, to his gratifica- 
tion ; he persevered in demanding it, and slie continued to yield. 
Several times in four years did she nip the young Hower of fictal 
life in the bud, and each time told more and more terribly on her 
constitution, until the power of conception was nciirly destroyed, 
at little more than thirty-five years of age. She ^was shorn of 
her Womanhood, and became a sickly, brokcnnlown wife and 
mother, in the very spring-time, as it were, of her life, being 
driven frequently to perpetrate a degrading outrage upon her- 
self, or endure a maternity abhorrent to her soul ; — and all to 
gratify the sensual piission of her husband, thinking thereby to 
secure his affection and respect. How fatally mistaken ! By 
yielding, she strengthened \C\% 'passion^ but not his love. 

** Keflecting on her sad experience, in the light of your book 
on ' Marriage and Parentage,* which I had placed in her hands, 
she saw cknirly where the Avrong had been, but for a long time 
felt powerless to destroy what she regarded as her last hold on 
her huslmnd. He was absent, and I prevailed Dn her to write 
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and lay tho matter frankly and plainly bofore him, and send him 
your book. Sho was then prostrated in body and soul by tho 
lost outrage upon her womanly and maternal nature. She 
wrote, and, hoping that you may do good with these letters, tho 
husband and wife have granted me the privilege of copying 
portions of them for you. Uero Is a part of hers to him : 

* 

" * Mr DEAR Husband : 

** * I feel like lying down and weeping that I have become 
unworthy, intellectually and spiritually, of mating with you ; 
but iooe is the 'foundation of true marriage, is it not ? and I fool 
strong in my love-nature. It is high, and deep, and rich, and 
who shall say, if rightly cultivated, what flowers of intellect 
and spirituality might not blossom out from its soil? 

** * My husband ! forgive me if I say, that I deeply and sadly 
feel that my Womanhood has been robbed of its most precious 
charm, for your sake, through a weak indulgence and subjection 
^>to that in you which is lower than the spiritual. My body has 
been painfully desecrated, perhaps not more by your act than 
• mine. You suflcr the loss of that rofming and ennobling influ- 
ence which only an undcfikd woman can impart to man. 

** * In view of our ptu»t, words cannot express my remorse and 
self-condemnation ; but believe me, the bitterest suflcring is 
caused to me by the knowlctige that through this sin and misery, 
I am rendered incapiible of becoming to you a tithe of what I 
desire to be. How can you do otherwise than slirink from tho 
wreck I am fiMt becoming? And though I may feel, in my mo- 
ments of anguish and remorse, that you are as much the cause 
of my mental and physical wreck and imbecility as I am, God 
grant I may not unjustly murmur or accuse you ! 

** * It is said, ** Men never love complaining women.** Alas ! 
if they treated their wives with half tho respect and tender con« 
sideration they do other women, there would bo less ground for 
complaint. I am convinced, that in proportion as wotnan yields 
to the demands ofanimai passion in her husband ^ in that same ratio 
he loses his hoe and respect for her. By bitter and humiliating 
•zperieneo, this conviction is forced upon me. 



\ 
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** * My husband ! I lovo you. The power lies in you to blesB 
and save me ; the power lies in me to bless and save you ; but 
have we not cursed each other instead? I cry unto you for lifo,-— 
will you give mo doatii ? I would make my Womanliood a crown 
of glory to your life, your Manhood to mine.' iShall we allow 
the very lifc-Ciisence of our being to be exhausted in sensual indulg- 
ence, till we lose the power to feo^ and approciato a pure spirit- 
ual love? My heart is reaching out to you for life, at the sumo 
time tliat my body is suiToring untold agonies from the outnigoa 
pcrpotmtcd on my nature to escs4>e the anguish and horror of an 
unwelcome umtornity ; outniges which have polluted and hum- 
bled my soul, and nearly destroyed my body — all for your sake ; 
that I might retain your love and respect. 

** * I would rather lay down my life now, than live without 
your love. Can we not love purely and nobly, witliout prosti- 
tuting that love in more sensual indulgence? My soul would \ 
arise and go to you as an inspiration from God ; but I am suffer- ' 
ing, and a realization of my present condition, my physic4il dis- 
eases, and mental anguish, and tlie knowledge that it was all 
caused by having maternity put upon mo when I was not pre- 
pared joyfully to meet its trials and rcs|K}nsibilities, and the 
consciousness of the tcrril)lo outrages that I have been driven to 
por^KStrate on myself and your unlmrn children, Iiardeu my soul, 
and lower mo in my own opinion, so that I do now feel, and shall 
yet more deeply feel, if this function is still to )>e imposed upon 
me, that I am unworthy to appe:ir in society. But for the con- 
sciousness tliat your passion has been, unconsciously and igno- 
rantly, it may be, the primary cause of my misery and conscious 
degradation, I should scarcely dare to claim the right any more 
to rest in your bosom as your wife. AVe have both erred. 

•• •You love my person; you worship the animal in me. If tp 
you love not my mind, my heart and soul more, and feel not more *^ ^/^ 
reverence and worship for the God in me than for the animal, if 
I am unwortliy and unable to meet the wants of your intellectual 
and spiritual nature, rEiusu all outward bonds ! Tell me, have 
I no power to hold you by any bonds but the aeusuolistic? Has 
my soul no power over you 7 If this be so, let mo no longer seek 
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to hold you at all. It crushoB mo, and OTerwhelms me with oon« 
8ciou8 degradation, to feel that I havo no power over your intel- 
lectual and moral nature ; that you como to me, caress me, and 
call mo WIFE, only that I may administer to your sensual pleas- 
ure, and that you hare no fond regard and loving adoration for 
me, except for my mere outward, physical womanhood. I can* 
not live so, feeling tliat your presence and caresses iu*e ever to 
he \^\\t a prelude to the surrender of my person to your animal 
passion. 

** * I know I liave powers of soul, which, if sulTerod to he 
developed, without this horrible crucifixion, might bless you. I 
will not yet l>elieve you will turn a deaf car to this ap]K^l of 
your wife, who, as you know, luis htul, and can liavo, no life 
apart from you. I pray, with tears, timt you will spare mo 
from a maternity which my soul repudiates, and whoso sufi'orings 
I cannot endure. You will not deny me this privilege, which, 
more than anything else, I ask of you. 

** * Though much guilt is on my soul, through repeated efibrts 
to get rid of the results of your passional relations with mo, and 
save myself from the jxiin and anguish of a mateniity I have felt 
unable to bear, and of giving birth to children that I do not 
want, yet I will not des|)air of salvation reaching me -through 
your love. To live as pure as my lu^pirations are, and have my 
life the natural outgrowth of the deep love which 1 feel and must 
express or die, would bring us both nearer heaven. 

** * I cannot consent to have the woman, the real soul-and-spirii 
woman in me, oblitenited. I cannot lielieve it is my destiny to 
have the woman expunged from my nature. I want to Ih) a 
strong, pure woman. I want to bo lovely to yon. Yet, hereto- 
fore, the strongest manifestations of love to you have, usually, 
had little other eflfect than to arouse your aniunil nature, and 
thns have been so turned as to render me unlovely ; for a wife 
must liecome unlovely and repulsive to her liuHlmnd^the moment 
he ceases to reverence lier soul, and feels that she is to him but 
the means of mere sensual gnititicution. 

** * You will acknowledge that there is terrible wrong somo- 
whero. May God show us a Moses to load us out of this wilder- 
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&688, this Eg^rpt ! You liave odcn chided mc for fooling unwor- 
thy of jour love ; reminding me how stmngo it was, since other 
and worthy men regarded mo highly, and tliat I did not fool 
myself unworthy ihcir regard. AVero tlicro no abuso of our 
sexual mituro, your tender and noble love would so elevato and 
consecrate the functions of my AVomanhood, tlmt I should no 
more I)o tormented with that want of self-respect, which, alone, 
ever cause8 me to doubt your love, and feel unworthy of it. I 
feel, at times, that love would not, could not, thus crush my 
AVomanhood ; that it would, by intuition, guide you in your 
passional relations with me, so as never to do a wrong or outrage 
to my nature, even unwittingly. The feeling which other mou's 
regard awakens in me is not brought down and thus prostituted 
to sensual gratification, but is awakeneil only to vitaliiee and 
bless soul and body. Help me and save me, by your manly 
strength, even from myself! 

** * I appeal to you, in behalf of myself, of my husband, and my 
children. Deep and enduring consciousness of guilt and shame 
must rest on my soul, in view of the outrages I have ))cr))etrato4i 
on myself and luy unl>om children, whom I was reduced to the 
necessity (as it then seemed to me) of killing before they were 
bom, or of cursing with an existence loatlied and detested even 
by the mother that bore them. 

** * My husband ! you will, for my sake; for your own sake^ for 
our children's sake, reileet on those things, and send mo your 
reflections. You will respond to this appeal from 

•* ' Your Loving AYifb.' 

THE husband's HESPONSE. 

*• * Mv SuFFKuiNG Wife : 

** ♦ I have a word to say to you now, such as I never said 
bofore. Your letter lias rovoiilod you to mo as I have never 
bi*fi)ro seen you. It shows me to what utter misery I have 
brought you; — liow, for my gratification, you have descended 
into the lowest hell. 

** * You intimate that I treat other women, personally, more 
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tenderly and reverently than I do you. That is true : to my 
Himme and regret I say it. And yet, why should I do so 7 Why 
should I crush and desecrate you, while I have too much respect 
for other women ever to think of doing the same to them 7 There 
is no reason for it. You are my dearest love. I should treat 
yoM more tenderly than any others ; be more careful of your 
health, and beauty of body and soul. Of all women, the hus- 
band should most anxiously watch over the health of his wife, 
and most shrink from the abuse and desecration of her physical 
as well as spiritual womanhood. 

** * But I have not been wholly blind to your deep misery. I 
have seen it, and, at times, feared that I might bo the cause. I 
did not dare ask the cause. Feeling not myself that degrada- 
tion and misery of which you speak, I did not know how much 
you suffered ; but I should have known, had I not boon blinded 
by passion, and by the false idea that man had a right to the 
indulgence of his passional nature whenever he wished it, and 
that'^ too, without regard to the feelings of his wife, or the 
welfare of the child that might ensue. 

** * True, I, at times, heard your words of remonstrance and 
entreaty, but they did not touch my heart ; my passion made mo 
deaf or indifferent to your appeals to my manhood to spare you 
from a maternity which you could not joyfully welcome. I was 
lost in my own hell, and tormented. I was blind ; but now and 
then, glimpses came to me, from your, own keen anguish, of the 
real truth. But the blur of selfish, craving passion, would come 
over my sight, and I would go on my old way, cheating myself 
always, and sometimes you, into the feeling that it was all right ; 
that man had a right to that indulgence, whatever might be the 
conditions of the wife, and whatever her feelings in regard to 
l^Iaternity. At least, I persuaded myself and you thai I could not 
kelp ii, and that my health would suffer unless I frequently hold 
that relation with you. 

** * Now that blind dominion of passion is at an end. Your 
appeal to my manhood has reached its deepest depths. The grati- 
fioation of animal passion shall no more guide me in my relations 
to jou. That it ever has Is my shame, as well as your d^grada 
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tion. I wish yoa oould .see my soul as it now is ; you would 
see a Terolution in it. Tlie deep wail of your spirit has 
reached my heart, and I am ready to go up with you out 
of the perdition into which my uncontrolled sensualism has 
cast us. 

** * You have descended into hell, for my gratification. You 
have consented to terrible anguish of body and soul, for no higher 
object than my momentary pleasure. You have sacrificed your 
body and soul, your self-respect, your unborn children, on tho 
altar of my ungovernable papsion. From tliis hour, I will seek 
to repair the vrrong I have done you. I have forced on you, in 
contempt of your entreaties, a maternity which could not bo 
otherwise than most hateful to you. I have cumpollcd you to 
pass through suiTerings of body and anguitfli of mind which you 
were not ready to moot, and which were all the more severe, 
because they were ijiiposed by one whom you loved, and who 
should have known better. I have impartod to you tho elements 
of a now life, when your very soul 8purned and loathed them. 
I have filled your heart with deadly hatred towards the young 
life, my own child, that was being developed beneath it. I havo 
compelled you to a deed of all others tho most loathsome and 
hateful to a pure, refined and noble woman, — to the murder 
(it should have no other name) of your children, to the murder 
of my children, ere they were bom, to save them from tho 
more fearful and horrible doom of an . unwelcome and Imtod 
existence. 

** * Talk not to mo o^yotir guilt', of your unworthiness to stand 
by my side, and to tread with me the path of life as a true, noble 
and loving wife. If you are guilty, what am I ? If you foci 
degraded by the loss of self-respect, what ought I to feel ? Tho 
fault is all my own. I should have known better, and had a 
higher appreciation of the passional relation. Had I consulted 
your wislies as to maternity, had I counselled with you as to 
when you could, with safety and exultation, take charge of tho 
germ of my child, and natumlly develop it into life, had I never 
imposed on you a repulsive and abhorred maternity, would the 
Btain of abortion now darken your soul? Yes, I see it all: 
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the deep damnation of tho deed is my own, and would to God 
that the penalty might descend on me ; that I could save you, 
my long-suffering, too lenient and forgiving wife, the ptiin and 
anguish ! 

*' * God help me ! I am very sick at heart. The bitterness of 
death enters my soul, as I reflect on the unseen and unexpressed 
pain of body and desperation and anguish of soul to which my 
ungovemed passion has brought you. Can you forgive mc 7 
Can you again restore me to your loving confidence 7 Can you 
ever again respect my manhood, which has brought upon yo)x 
all this woe 7 I will, henceforth, comply with the teachings 
of the book you sent me, and hold my entire nature in aboyiince 
to your wishes and happiness, and in all my passional relations 
with you, my object shall be your health and happiness, rather 
tlmnmyown gratification. I will be to you an Ernest, God 
helping me. 

*' * Dearest ! believe me and trust me now, for I mean what I 
I say, and it shall be done. I have written it here, and this shall 
be my pledge ; and if ever I urge on you a relation that will sub- 
ject you to the liability of maternity, when you do not call for it, 
lay this pledge before me, and it shall be respected. 

'* * We shall yet rejoice together on earth as we never did 
before. This world may not bring to you entire restoration to 
^health of body, nor peace of mind, nor yet self-abandoned trust 
in your husband ; but the effort to effect this, on my part, shall 
not be wanting. Believe me, and trust to the love, the faith 
and energy which your letter, and that experience of Ernest and 
Kina, have awakened in me. We will together seek the aid of 
the angel helpers, who never condemn save to restore and bless, 
and who are even now lifting up and vitalizing the desponding 
and heart-stricken. 

** * Dear wife ! look up, and trust — trust -— trust ! and with 
strong nerve, and in conscious pride and innocence, you shall 
yet stand by my side, and tread with me the pathway of the 
future, a proud, loving, trusting, joyous wife. Your soul shall 
yet shine with deeper lustre on my manhood, to elevate and 
•ave your oonsoienee-etrieken, but not despairing husband 
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You shall yet be, in deed and in truth, my SuTiooTy and I 
will bo youn. 

** * Theeo are not idle words, but come from the heart of your 
loving, penitent, yet hopeful and confident 

*' It will do your heart good to know that that husband has, 
thus far, boon true to his i>Icdge ; that that wife is now bloom- 
ing again in oomparativo health. Hope and triumph are shining 
in her face, love quickens tho intellect, and vitalhsos tlie whole 
woman. And woman is intuitional, to understand and appreciate 
a true and noble manhood. You will not wonder, then, that she 
fools nearer to him, in mind and spirit, than ever before, for now 
she understands him, and he her. Gould they have talked over 
the subject of passional relations, and understood each otlior bo- 
fore they entered upon their marriage life, it had saved her years 
of anguish. May their history be a beacon light to warn otlicrs 
to shun the rocks and shoals that lie, unseen, in the inner depths 
of wedded life ! 

** It may encourage you to know that they owe their salva- 
tion to you, though they allow that I have had a hand in it. 
True, it was through me that the experience of Ernest and 
Nina came to their knowledge, but I am quite willing that 
the author of ' Marriage and Parentagx ' should bear the 
responsibility and have the glory of their redemption. Their 
names are sacredly private. They would meet you without 
feeling that you know them. I shall not reveal them further 
than I have done. 

*' God speed you in your efforts to vindicate the most sacred 
and important of all human rights,— <^ right of vsoman to say 
when and under what circumstances she shall assume the office of 
Maternity t and the right of her child to a joyous welcome into 
life. 

** The crime of an enforced and abhorred maternity ! Well 
and truly do you call it, * ths crime of xartu.' In whatever 
light it is viewed, whether in its bearing on the mother, on tho 
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child, on the husband, on home, on society, or on numanity, it 

is, indeed, the crivb ov crimes. 

'* With fervent prayers for the triumph of truth on this 

subject, I am 

Your friend, 
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My friend, how many wives would thus appeal to 
their husbands, if they dared 7 ''Sever the last link 
of the bond that binds her to her husband ! " Mere 
sensualism '* the last link " in such a union ! I do not 
like to talk of c/uiitiSf links, and bonds, in connection 
with such a relation. Talk of these in connection with 
slaveholders and slaves, but kt them not sully a relation 
like this. '' The last link,^^ indeed ! Yet it is true; 
it is, often, the first, and last, and only link in the chain 
that binds the husband to the wife, in what is called 
marriage. Man seeks woman as a legal wife, that he 
may legiiUy and respecUibly give indulgence, without 
i*estraint, to his pa^^sion. If the wife seeks to preserve 
her soul and body fi'om desecration^ he throiitens to 
leave her, and seek his gnitificiition whei*e he can find 
it. She submits, to keep him with her ; both of them, 
unmindful and regardless of the ivsults to the mother 
and the child. ''Perish all outward bonds" of nmr- 
risige at once, ratlier than that the relation should con- 
tinue in this way ! 

Wives ! bo frank and true to your husbands, on'^the 
subject of maternity, and the relation that loads to it. 
Interchange thoughts and feelings with them, as to what 
nature allows or demands, in regard to these. Can 
maternity bo natural, when it is undesigned by the 
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father, or undesircd by the mother ? Can a mater- 
nity bo natural, healthful, ennobling to tho mother, to 
the child, to the father, and to home, when no loving, 
tender, anxious forethought presides over the relation in 
which it originated ? -V when the mother's nature loathed 
and repelled it, nnd the father's only thought was his 
own sclBsh gratification ; the feelings and conditions of 
the mother, and the health, character and destiny of tlie 
child that may result being ignored by him 7 Wives ! 
let there be a perfect and loving understanding between 
you and your husbands, on these mattei*s, and great will 
be your reward. 

Maidens ! a word to you. Never enter into the phys- 
ical relations of marriage with a man, until you liavo 
conversed with him freely and fully on niatcrnity, and 
the relation that leads to it. Learn distinctly his views 
and feelings, and his expectations, in reg:ird to that 
purest and most ennobling of all the functions of your 
nature, and the most sacred of all the intimacies of con- 
jugal life. Your self-respect, your beauty, your glory, 
your heaven, as a wife, will be more directly involved 
in his feelings and views and practices, in regard to 
that relation, than in all other things. As you would 
not become a weak, a miserable, imbecile, unlovable and 
degraded wife and mother, in the very prime of your 
life, come to a perfect understanding with your chosen 
one, ere you commit your pei*sou to his keeping in the 
sacred intimacies of home. Beware of that man, who, 
under pretence of delicacy, modesty, and propriety, 
shuns conversivtion with you on this relation, and on 
the hallowoil function of maternity. Concealment and 

8 
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mystery, in him, towards you, on all other subjects per- 
taining to conjugal union, might bo overlooked ; but if 
he conceals his views here, rest assured it bodes no good 
to your purity and happiness as a wife and a mother. 
You can have no more certain assurimco that you are 
to be victimized, your soul and body offered up, slaiu^ 
on the altar of his sensualism, than his unwillingness 
to converse with you on subjects so viUil to your hap- 
piness. In the relation he seeks with you will he, 
' practically, hold his manhood in abeyance to the calls 
of your nature and to your conditions, and consecrate 
its passions and its powers to the elevation and happi- 
ness of his wife and children 7 If not, your maiden soul 
had better return to God unadorned with the diadcui 
of conjugal and maternal love, than that you should 
become the wife of such a man, and the mother of his 
children. 

How much of woman's suffering and degradation, 
under the horrors of an unnatural maternity, are owing 
to herself, I will not say. My appeal is to husbands, 
and I would show them the extent of their responsibil- 
ity in this crime. Doubtless, woman might save herself 
much anguish and suffering, if she would approach man 
frankly, in womanly love, tenderness, and dignity, and 
open to him the depths of her soul in regnnl to jMater- 
nity, and the relation in which it originates. Men are 
not all below the brutes, in their nature. If woman 
were ti*ue to parily, to justice, to her own nature, and 
would be just aiMi true to her husband and her children, 
and freely and lovingly converse with man on these rela- 
tions and functions, ho would, often, with manly pride 
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and afietioii, rofOBd to her. On no snbject would a 
trae and noUe man leqiood to the wovds of a pore and 
trasting woman with more manly pride and dignity, and 
a more eonecioiis eelfreqwcl^ than on Maternity, and 
the rektion that Icada to it Lei wites, then, be tmo 
to themselveiy if they would haye their hnabandb troo 
to than! 
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LETTER VI. 

words fitly spoken, by onb wuo speaks wlxn 

autuority. 

Dear Friend: 

Would you secure for yourself, your >Yife and your 
children, a pure and happy home ? Of one thing, then, 
you must never, lose sight. You now regard your wife 
as fitted to be your companion, intellectually and socially, 
^^ * as well as afiectionally. Be sure that no effort is want- 
^v^y , ing, on your jwrt, to keep her so. If her intellect 
becomes stunted, and she be deprived of the means and 







'<. 



opportunities for impi*ovement, while you enjoy every 
^"^ ^-^ opportunity to cultivate and enlarge your intellectual 
v.«^^^ powera, how can she possibly feel heitielf fitted to bo 

, *^ "V, your equal companion? 

*^ Let me ask you carefully to read over the " Appeal of 

the Wife to the Husband," in the last letter. Mark 
well what she says on this subject ; how she feels, as she 
finds herself losing all power to sympathize in the intel- 
lectual aspirations and purauits of her husband. She, 
intellectually, was sinking, while he was rising; was 
growing poorer, while ho was growing richer; and he 
took little pains to impart to her his increasing intellect- 
ual wealth. All opportunities for intellectual growth 
were precluded by the anxieties of maternity, which he. 
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witboat a thought (at her intellectual welfure, was oon- 
stantly imposing upon her. Never inipoee this function 
upon your wife, at the expense of her intellectual growth. 
No wife can ever be made intellectually poorcr by mater- 
nity, and the cares of a mother, when that rcktion is 
joyfully welcomed, and those cares are shared by the 
hushsmd. But how can a wife's intellect ever bo ex- 
panded with new and noble thoughts, when the physical 
suiTerings and mental anguish of a frccjuent and an un- 
desircd maternity are ever present? 

Stay at home with the mother of your children, except 
when necessary avocations call you away. Share with 
her the cares, the anxieties and joys, of the nursery. 
There cultivate your intellectual powers together by 
reading, and by convcrssition, — especially, on all sub- 
jects pertaining to parentiigc and the ante-natal, as well 
as the post-natal, development, education and life of 
your children. IIow anxious will every true and loving 
husband and father be, to unite with his wife and the 
mother of his children, in the nursery, to impart and to 
receive all ix)ssible light in regard to these matters ! 

Neither should you ever impose maternity on your 

wife at the expense of her social nature. Never go 

abroad to enjoy and develop your own social natui'c, and 

leave her at homo alone in the nui*sery, prepai*ing to give 

birth and a worthy reception to your child, or to spend 

her weary hours in solitude, in anxious watchings over 

your children, and in longings for your presence and 

your sympathy. Stay with her, and share with her all 

the joys and all the sorrows, all the sweet rest and all 

the weary labors, of a maternity imposed by you, and of 

8* 
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developing into noble men or women the offiipring of 
your mutual love. 

But how crushed, intellectually and socially, must 
that wife become, on whom an ignorant, a thoughtless, 
or a brutal husband, is ever imposing a maternity from 
which her soul recoils ! Her intellect becomes dwarfed 
and her social nature dead. How can it be otherwise, 
especially when driven to the deed of ante-natal murder, 
to escape the horror of giving birth to children accursed 
by the mother that bore them ? Hope becomes extinct, 
and the light of her soul goes out in utter darkness ! 

The following letter must spciik for itself. It is nearly 
a verbatim extract from a letter, the original of which is 
now before me. No man, especially no husband, csin 
read it, and not feel quickened in all that is ti*uly 
manly, noble and God-like. Of this woman, as to her 
style and her sentiments, every true man will feel that 
to be true which the people said of the teachings of 
Jesus, — "IIb speaks as one having authority." 
May her words of power find a response in the heart of 
every husband and wife, and of every man and woman ! 

** Tlie sabjoct of an undosignod and undesirod maternity, — 
how it aflfoctB the mother towards the child, towards the function 
of Maternity itself, ^ these are matters, on which, as a wife and 
a mother, and a friend of Ilaman Progress, my mind has been 
deeply exercised since they were first presented to me. The deli- 
cate and hallowed beauty with which you invest maternity, and 
the relation that leads to it, renders it easy for mo to impart to 
you my views on these subjects, while I feel instinctively repelled 
from any approach to them with most other persons, both men 
and women. • 

'* The thoughts I have do not flow firom my own experience. 
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I have nerer given birth to a child not earnestly desired. Tel, 
being a woman and a mother, it seems to me no difficult naUer 
to judge correctlj as to what must ncccesarily bo the euolioiM 
and efiocts produced by such a maternity. 

** But I must express my earnest conviction, that any woman, 
any wife, who permits herself to be made the instmnieni of 
bringing into life a new existence, unwelcome to Iior own mmlf 
must, in some degree, be wanting in that solfrrospect which is an 
inscpaniblc accompaniment of, nay, an etisential olomoni in, tran 
nobility of character. That woman must fool d^^gmiled before 
her own soul, who, for any cause, in or out of Ay*/ narriagOy 
sufTors herself to be made the means of such an outnige upon her 
innocent and helpless babe. Better, a thousand timee, thai eiie 
leave her log>il huslmnd at once and forever, tlian allow soul and 
body to be thus prostituted, and herself to be made accessory to 
a deed so unnatural and unjust as that of giving birth to a child 
whoso existence is repudiated and loathed by her own heart. 

** Public opinion, based on his su]ierior physical strength and 
(hitherto) superior intellectual development, Ims aoeorded to man 
the dignity of lordship. Looking over the fitee of the earth, he 
says, * See all things for my use, even woman.' And as the 
Biblo^ in many of its teachings, as those are explained, sanctions 
tliis arrogance, declaring that the * man was not made for the 
woman, but the woman for the man,' eho herself, the just 
authority of Nature being educated out ofher, and the arbitrary 
authority of man educated into her, believes it her duty to yield 
implicit obedience to all the demands of the man to whom she 
has declared allegiance at the altar; — the aiioTf truly; for 
there she is frequently olTored a propitiation to satisfy the do* 
mands of man's unholy passion ; and from henceforth this being, 
created with rcaHon, conscience and intuitions of her own, and 
for her o>\'n guidance, believes it her higliest duty to sacrifice all 
these to tlie autliority and the licensed sensualism of the hus- 
band, for whoi40 pleasure she was created, and to * obey even at 
Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him Lord.* • 

*' This mucli may be said to account for the fact tliat so many 
women, otherwise excellent and amiable, lend themselveB'to the 
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eommiMion of this great crimo; a crime against thcxuBelyos, 
against their children, against their huslxinds, against our great 
humanity. And "while thus prostituting their persons according 
to law (made for this very end, and solely by those ^ho prosti- 
tute them), they deoeiye themselves into the stupid belief that 
ibey are leading pure and virtuous lives, and look with scorn 
and contempt upon the poor sister who commits the same un-^ 
natural and revolting deed in an unlawful and less reputable 
manner. 

'* Iluman decrees and enactments can never alter or reverse 
human obligations. What is wrong without a license or com-, 
mission from human government, is wrong with such a license. 
If an undesigned and undosircd maternity be a dark and dam- 
ning sin against the child, the mother, and humanity, against 
i^d, without the sanction of the Church, the State, and puTtlio 
opinion, it is a sin of an equally dark and damning character 
with such sanction. In every case where the act that leads to 
natcmity would be a sin, a foul and monstrous crime, and the 
■bamo and infamy of one or both parents, without the sanction 
of hitman laws, it would be the same with such sanction, and in 
a l^galixed union. Those women, therefore, who, for any cause, 
allow an undesired maternity to bo imposed on them by men 
holding the l^al relation of husbands, and permit themselves to 
be made the means of giving existence to children whom they do 
not want, hi legal marriage, ought to be, and one day will be, 
regarded in the same light as those are who become mothers out- 
side of wedlock. If it be wrong for a woman to become a 
mother, without the consent of Church and State and society, it 
is wrong for her to beooine a mother with sodi consent. If right 
with sneh consent, it is right without it. Whatever it is r%ht 
to do with a civil, eeolesiaBtical or social license, it is right to do 
witbont it* 

'* If woman's life be made a* curse by the constant endurance 
of snifering, consequent npon a too-i)requent maternity, the reli* 
gioos woman often endeavors to stifle the ooteries and aoeosa- 
tions of reason and intuition by the absurd plea that iho ' nnsi 
ImftatttlMoldldraiwlioniit laGod'awiUloMnd.* OoomIoii* 
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wXijf one is found woak enough, and wickedly fond enough , to 
•ajy as MfaB Brewer, with contemptible silliueHS, makes one of 
. her ftmiable charucton in ' The Homo ' stiy, * that though she 
had such a largo and rapidly iucrouiiing family, and her hus- 
band's moans of providing for it were somewhat limited, yet he 
nevrr grumbiedf and wiw always ready to welcome each new child 
as it came ! ' Grumblo, indeed ! A husband * grumbling ' that 
his wife has conceived ! A father * grumbling ' at the birth of w 
child ! ' Always ready to welcome each now child as it came ! ' 
•—and this said by a wifo of her husband, as the strongest testi- 
mony to his manliness and justice as a husband and father, and 
as the highest reason why she should love and honor him ! What 
man so base, so ignoblo, so fallen, and so deserving a dungoon 
or the gallows, as he who imparts tho gorm of a new life to his ; 
wife, to gratify his passion, and then * grumbles ' bocauso a : 
ehihl is bom, and thrusts it from him 7 Alan can give no . 
greater proof of the utter degradation and ruin of his moral 
nature. Yet not to grumblo at a maternity of his own impos- 
ing, and not to repel and cast off the babe for whose undosirod 
exbtence he is responsible, is Miss Bremer's highest conception 
of manhood ! 

** But a false religious education is not tho only reason why 
woman wetikly and unrighteouely yields herself to tho base and 
brutal passion of her husband ; for a passion, though all pure 
and ennobling when its demands are just and naturally an- 
swered, becomes most base and brutalizing to men and women, 
when indulged at the expense of tlie child, and contrary to the 
wishes of the wife and mother. As society is now constituted, 
she is his dependant. The laws make her subser>'ient to his will, 
while she continues a wife, and all-pervading custom has, in 
groat measure, deprived her of the dignity which an independent 
ability to engage in business for herself, outside the domestic 
circle, would confer. 

** * Can do is easily carried about,' is a pithy old Scottish 
proverb ; and this same * Can do ' is a good and sturdy staff of 
self-support, when a woman finds that the man on whom she 
fondly leaned would become to her, not a tower of strength and 
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a Tofiige from tho storm, but the oppressor to crush both soul 
and body, and make of her very Womanhood an unworthy thing. 
Let woman respect herself. Slie will gain nothing by submitting 
to wrong and outrage. No wife ever gained or perpetuated the 
) love and respect of a husband, deserving tho name, by yielding 
to his passion, merely to please him. 

*' It is tho popular, but foolish and unthinking belief, that 
children owe groat obligations to their parents for bringing 
- them hito life; but is not the contrary the fact, that parents 
are under the strongest posvible obligations to their chihlren to 
render that being good, wise, and happy, which they them- 
selves have forced u]>on their child ? Assuming this as self- 
evident, then is it clear that such existence should not 1x3 the 
result, of blind, unthinking passion, but of careful, wise and 
loving design. 

'* The act in wliich tlie child originates is performed, often, 
solely for the momentary gratification of one or both pirents. 
No thought for the welfan% the pliysicnl, mental and spiritual 
organi/jvtitm and tendencies of the eliild that may ensue, is 
entertained. No careful and anxious foretliought for the char- 
acter and destiny of the chihl is exorcised, but the gratification 
of mere animal passion is the stile object sought. The child 
comes into being undesigned by tiie father and undcsired by tho 
mother, — the oir8])ring of recklot^*, selfish, sensual lust, and not 
of tender, self-forgotting, noble love. How grievous the wrong 
dono by the fatlier to tlie mother, and by the mother to herself, 
. and by both to the child who is thus thrust into the world by 
violence! What hoyte can exist for such a child? The fehm's 
doom was written on his soul before ho wiis lx)m. His parents 
consigned him to the dungeon or the gallows ere he drew tho 
bre;ith of life. 

** The woman who, in youth, is (Littered and caressed for tho 
ehanns of her person, the sweetness of her temper, and the 
goodness of her he;irt, when married to a man who thus regards 
her as but the instrument of liis pleasure, soon loses the charms 
ibr which she was caressed, and, while tho husband is in his 
prime, she ent?rs u|)od a premature old age; her physical 
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•tinciigth ex1iai;steil hj the almost conptmnt saflering and agunj 
attendant upun giving exivtebcc U> ikwfo puor, unwdcuiue unos. 
— her tjesuitjT laded, kcr Uauper eouied, bar whulu soul embit- 
tered by a OMUKriouioieH of bcr liard lot, and licr mental nature 
stunted in ito gruwth, — lor what leieuro has she to attend to 
the wants of Iter own spirit, while bcr cnorgies are taxed to tJio 
utmost with the care of her living cliildien, who arc soldjr do- 
jiendcnt on her, and she pre]iaring to add another to tlic num- 
ber ? IIow can she fill tlie troasuro-houso of lier own soul with 
* things now and okl,' under all these advene circumstances, 
and while tlie present phjrsical wants of her little ones are con- 
stantly clamoring, ' Give ! gire ! ' Does not reason, dues not 
justice, demand for woman that she have full opportunity fur 
the development of her own WonumluMid, soul, body, and 
spirit ? Hue not she, as an individual child of GihI and nuin- 
ber of the human family, a ri</hi to this? Docs not the well- 
being of such children as she may righteously hring into cxiKt- 
encc loudly call for a full and practical recognition, on the part 
of every husband and every man, of her right to decide for Iior- 
self when, how often, and under what circumstances, she sl.all 
assume the office of Maternity, or Ije Bubjcetod to the relation 
tluit may issue in maternity ? Does nut tlio happiness, the l>ost 
interest of the huslmnd, require it? Dues not Ilumanity itself 
demand it? 

*< And how must that woman, in whose soul tho theory of 
passive oiKxIionco has nut wholly eradicated nature, regard the 
husband who eausi^ her thus to curse * the day wherein she was 
born ' a woman ? In her inmuMt soul, slic must look upon him 
as tho half-enlightcnod slave looks upon his master, and bitterly 
reproach iiim fur victimizing^ her to his own Uiso passion, and for 
his own short-lived gratification, irrespective of the wdful conse- 
quences to her whom ho has sworn to cherish, honor and protect. 
And justly docs she thus regard him. No wife can 'love and honor ■ 
such a husband. lie is to her what tho executioner is to the 
victim, or tho slaveholder to his crushed and outragod slaves, 
bho cannot but loathe him. 

'* Can love do any injury to its object ? Must not the wife 
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booome alienated from the husbiind, who, instoaul of cherish^ 
ing her health and beauty, and seeking her happincM, subjects 
her to the loss of all these, and, iuHtoad of honoring, basely 
enslaves her to his own infamous p!U»iiin? — who, instOiid of 
protecting from evil, ex})oses her to sickness, sorrow and death, 
not in accordance with her own free will, her own glad choice, 
in pursuit of an oliject worthy and grinit enough to innpiro 
hope, courage and strength to meet the coming HuHcring, and 
the attainment of which shall amply com]>oni<tite, and csiuho 
lier * to rememlier no more the anguish, for joy* that a new 
life is gi\*en unto her, but simply and solely that hist own niiun, 
scliifii, aninml nature nmy fuid premsnt ssiti.'tiaction ? DcHcrvcs 
such a man the blessings of a home ot love and luirmony, the 
devotion of wife and little ones? Alas! no; he \nis phinted 
only curses, and ' whatsoever a man sowoth, that shall he also 
re:ip.' 

** Must not such a wife, too, regard the creative function in 
both herself and husband with loathing and abhorrence? And 
did not the power of refusing this unwelcome maternity reside 
within herself, who could blame her for reproaching even the 
great Creator for so endowing her with a capacity for unromu- 
iierati%'e sulTcring? And what must l>e the atmosphere of that 
Imiuso (I will not dignify it by tiie s;icreil name of home), where 
the wife and mother regards her own nature as degradetl, — her 
husband tlie tyrant who degrades, and her children the fruits of 
this degraihition ? Is that house a lit nursery for the gorms of a 
noble Humanity? Do not plants there lake root which cumU'ir 
the earth, and, in their turn, lill it anew with those briei*s and 
thonis of human kind, which render its habitations places of 
cursing and bitterness ? 

*' Ahui for the \yoor child of such a |Mirentage! Receiving his 
very Inking by a b;ise act of the father, nourisheil until birth nn- 
demoath the heart of the mother, whoso whole nature protests 
' against its oxiHtence, feeding u]i«>n her bitterness, hatrinl, and 
iieniie of humiliation, the gall and wormwood of her soul infused 
into its young being, coming at hutt into tlie world destitute of 
tlie inlioritanoo of loYO,— -tho inlioritaaco justly his own,— 
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when d^n U die TCfCn^^IikM of tint ^U*s ml? Aionid 
wbai CAB it Vmn^j clia|;7 Ef« its •«■ aoUier r^guds it 
M mn uBwdoHBa iotnidcr ; in wImn* Itfviag bcwMi ahmll it bs 
t«Dfderlj Burturad ? 

'« Perhaps the mother who bora hia used her bast mndmmt 
to eat ehort hie earthlj exarte a c e era he saw the light ; and, 
fiiiling in ihie, wheo uriieivd into the world, gradgee hioi tha 
caro and euetenance noeriMarj to rai>tain that eriitfiicft. Or if, 
ae m mure (leqaentlj the fiicti with the aetnal pneeneo of the 
lielplcfli innocent in her hunuai, nioiewhat of the mother^a heart 
awakcne into Hie, it in not that rich, orerflowing life of love 
which poun Uie wealth and fulncM of her own being into hie. 
8ho care* fur him aa tlie animal eaies tuir Its joung in its utter 
helploMmeai; and then the wcarr woman, with manj other 
children about lier, and preparing for a new matemitj, thrusts 
him from lier as soon as |ioivihle, and tlie little jeorling must 
* tak the stirk*s sta ' (the stall of tlie jcarling calf }• What can 
the pour, unwelcome child become? How small are his chances 
for a virtuous life ! If he thinks God has so created him, wall 
may ho plead with poor Bums — 

* TlKni kiitnrc*c Ihoa luwC temod me 
\l'ith imMtutM wild and •Uon;.* 

' Clin a bitter fDuntain ^lui forth 8woct water? * ' Wliere shall 
I got tliriii ? * wiiK the ro])ly of a criminal to Jonathan Edwards, 
who told hhii he uiUMt Imvo better thou^ht«. 

** Alim for )H)or Humanity ! * Let there be light/ that man 
may know that the relation that leais to maternity con only bo 
ennobliHl when it» object it» the cre;ition of a new and glorious 
life ; that Iiim p;iiwional nature can only derive dignity and 
beauty fnim the control of love and reason ; that otherwise, it 
in of the earth, earthy, and dol)asc6 him below the level of the 
brute. * Tiet there l)e light,' that woman, in whoM soul resides 
the jtower, may Miy to thio overwhelming flood of evil, * Here 
shall thy proud waven be stayed ! * The errors of a fal^e reli- 
gious education, bad laws, and bad customs, have, hitherto, 
formed some extenuation for this weak sulwervieney ; but this 
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Ignorance has been 'tolerated full long, and now the great ciy 
of God and Humanity goes forth calling for repentance, ^- that 
' a new heavens and a new earth may bo created, wherein shall 
dwell righteousness."* 

Man bas a heart, and that heart can be reached by 
the loving and earnest appeal of a true woman. Words, 
such as those contained in the above extract, will never 
be uttered in vain. They are the true oracles of Na- 
ture's God, as revealed in the soul of the wife and the 
mother. Let the father hearken to the mother as she 
pleads, in behalf of her children, that they may not bo 
cursed with an unwelcome existence. Let the husband 
listen to the prayer of his wife, that she may be spared 
a maternity whose responsibilities she is not prepared 
joyfully to assume. Humanity utters her indignant 
protest against man, when, to gratify his sensual pas- 
sion, he perpetrates the greatest possible outrage against 
woman, as a wife and mother, and as a woman, by sub- 
jecting her to the necessity of cursing her child with 
an abhorred existence, or of killing it before it is bom. 
Protestations of love and devotion must ever seem in- 
sulting and disgusting to a true woman, from a man who 
would thus recklessly inflict upon herself and her child 
this foul wrong. In vain does such a man prate of his 
regard for the purity and honor of woman, of his rever- 
ence for man*iago and parentage, and of his desire for 
the elevation of our common humanity ; his life, in the 
sacred privacy of home, is an insult to his wife, an out- 
rage upon the mother of his childi*en, an act of living 
injustice and cruelty to his ofispring, and a crime of 
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deepest infamy against all that is true, pure and noble 
in human nature. 

Man will not always be thus heedless of the health 
and happiness of his wife ; he will not always be thus 
unjust and inhuman to his innocent and unconscious 
children, by making them objects of dread, of loathing 
and cursing, to the very heiart under whose pulsations 
they receive their ante-natal development. He will sub- 
ject his manhood to the health and happiness of his wife 
and children ; and in doing so, will receive the richest 
reward earth can bestow, — the perfect trust of a devoted 
wife, and the loving respect of a healthy, happy and 
joyous ofispring. 

a 0- w- 
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LETTER VII- 

the dread alternative — ante-natal murder, or 

an unwelcome child. 

Dear Friend: 

The following experience of a woman, given in her 
own words, will make its appeal to all that is pure, 
manly and noble in manhood. It is the cry of anguish 
from woman's riven heart to man, to save her from the 
agony and blighting curse of a maternity whose suffer- 
ings she is not prepared joyfully to meet, and from which 
her entire nature shrinks with dread and loathing ; to 
save her from the revolting alternative of killing her 
child before it is bom, or of giving life to one whose very 
existence is loathed by her. Several times, the crime of 
an undesircd maternity had been perpetrated upon her 
by her husband, and each time the child had been killed 
by herself or by a doctor, before its birth. She was 
asked how she felt under these outrages, and what was 
the result on her physical, social and spiritual naturo. 
The foUowmg is her answer : 

** How did I foel? I felt that I was oommitting a damning 
•in. My soul shrank from the deed with intense horror and 
loathing. The remonstranoos of a guilty conscience I could not 
nlenoe. I had submitted to the relation in which maternity 
originates, thinking it my duty, as a wife, to do so whenever 
my hoflband demanded. I told him that my very soul shrank 
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firom maternity ; that I was not yot prepared for its rcsponsibil- r' y 
itios and agonies, and begged of him not to impose that burden ^y 
upon me till I could joyfully welcome it, which I felt that 1'0^ ^ 
should, in due time. But he heeded not my prayer. lie insisted 
on the relation. Conception and maternity ensued. 

" My Buul died witliin mo. An ever-present loathing of the ^ 

now lifo tliat was being dovelo|ied within mine was in my heart. 
My own soul, and the God whoso voice was hoartl within, ropu- 
diatod its existence. I could not help the feeling. The spirit 
of iiiunier, towards tho unconscious child in embryo, was e^er 
present to mo ; yet my soul shrank with horror from the deed. 
Shall I kill my child before its birth, or give existence to ono 
whoso birthright inheritance is a mother's curu? was the quc»- ' 
tion I found myself debating continually ; — for my curse was on 
its vory life. 

** I consulted a woman, a friend in whom I trusted. I found 
tliat she had pcrpotratod that outrage on hcrsolf and on others. 
She told mo it was not murder to kill a child any time before its 
birth. Of this she labored to convince me, and called in the aid 
of her * family physician,' to give force to her arguments. lie 
argued that it was riglit and just for wives thus to protect them* 
solves against the results of tlieir ]ius1)and*s seusualism, — told 
mo that God and human laws would approve of killing children 
boforo thoy wore born, rathor than curse them with an undcsired 
oxistonco. My only trouble was, with God^s view of the case. 
I could not get rid of tho feeling tliat it was an outrage on my 
body and soul, and on my unconscious babe. lie argued that 
my child, at five months (which was the timo), hod no life, and 
wliorc thoro was no lifo, no life could be taken. Though I deter- 
mined to do the deed, or got the ' family physician ' to do it, 
my womanly instincts, my reason, my conscience, my self-respect, 
my entire nature, revolted against my decision. My Woman- 
hood rose up in withering condemnation. And, after the deed 
was done, I felt that I could never rospect myself again ; that I 
could never again appear in society ; that if I did, all that was 
pure and true in manhood and womanhood would shrink ixoia 
me as a polluted, disgusting object. 
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** I tried to cast tho blamo on my husband, who had imposed 
the necessity upon me. I tried to fool that the outrage and the 
guilt were all his own; that, had he heeded my prayer, and 
dealt justly by me, I should never have been driven to the dread 
alternative of ante-natal murder, or of giving birth to a child 1 
did not want. But I saw and felt, that however great the wrong 
he had done to me, the fact still remained, — my nature was out- 
raged, if not by my consent, yet by my sufferance. . I knew I 
could have save4 myself from maternity, had I been resolute to 
do BO ; and that, having submitted to the relation in which it 
originated, I had no right to add to the outrage by killing my 
child. I felt myself to be a crushed, prostituted, abandoned 
woman. Can any apology be offered for a woman who commits 
tho crime of ante-natal murder, after she has voluntarily yielded 
to the relation that leads to maternity? 

** Maternity, with its prospective agonies and its abhorred 
xesponsibilitics (for I did not yet call for a child), was again 
thrust upon me in a few months ; but I shrunk from destroying 
my child again. I gave birth to two living children. Tlien my 
■oul rebelled against having more ; but my husband was deaf to 
my prayers and my tears, though he himself was opposed to my 
having any more children, and insisted it was my fault if I did, 
though he persisted in his right to his sensual indulgence. IIow 
could I avoid having more children, when ho was continually 
demanding of me the relation which naturally leads to oi&pring? 
* Kill them,* was his reply, * before they are bom, or do some- 
thing to prevgpt conception ! ' 

** His ii^ustice and heartless sel6shnes8 cut mo to the quick,— 

stung my very soul. < This is the man,* I said to myself, * who 

has promised to love, cherish, and protect me ; who expects me to 

v.-^. 1 love him tenderly and evermore ; whom I havo promised to love 

^ ^ till death separates us; and yet, this is the man who, without 

"^ -^.^ regard to my wishes and conditions, insists on his right to gratify 

^ his passion, though at the expense of my body and soul ! * My 

■oul rose in rebellion against him. It became evident to me, 

that the gratification of his passion was his only object in seek- 

-/^ log DM M ft wife ; that this was the only claim he had upon me» 
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or wished to havo, and that ho luul no higher idea of marriago 
than as a means of licensed, reputable indulgence. 

** I became desperate. I could not leave my children. I knew 
if I left him, I eould give no reason for the step, except my aver- 
sion to having maternity thrust upon me in defiance of the do- 
miands of my own nature, and I knew that all would condemn 
me, if I left him to escape from such an outrage, as this was not 
considered a wrong to me, but his right. Every feeling of my 
soul revolted against his taking possession of my person, without 
my consent, to blight and curse my. body and soul to gnitify lila 
animal mUure. 

** I came^ to the conclusion* to stiind by my own rights, ami 
defend my person against his sensualism. I told him, Ciindidly, 
how I felt, and tliat I must protect myself, in this ro8|)cct, for 
he would not. I told him I was living daily in deadly fear of 
his passion, and of maternity; that the relation in which it 
resulted had become repulttivo to n)e, and that he had brought 
mo to view myself as a loathed, abject and prostituted woman. 
His wrath was roused; and finally, from fear of breaking up 
my family and having my helpless living children taken from me, . 
I submitted to a hell which had no mitigation, until separation 
gave it to me. 

*' In my intercourse with men, I have found few who did not ^ 
view marriago and a wife as my husband did, as a mero moans 
of sensual gratification. Comimnionship, intellectual, social, and 
spiritual growth, and elevation, they think little of, in connec- 
tion with a wife. They see no soul, no God, in the wife; only , \^ 
the mere animal, to administer to the bruteSn them.*' ^ ^ 

In the presence of a just and pure God, and before the 
laws of Nature that are designed to goveni all conjugal 
relations, docs maiTiage give to the husband any right 
over the person of the wife, or to the wife any rights 
over the person of the husband, which neither had bc« 
fore 7 Has a husband any more right to demand of his 
wife the surrender of her person to his passion, than he 
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has to demand that surrender of any other woman? 
True marriage creates necessities in each, and gives vital- 
ity and intensity to wants in each, which the pi*esence, 
the love and companionship of the other can supply ; but 
a pure conjugal love creates no rights, and never thinks 
or talks of rights over the property, the body, or the soul 
r-/ V? of the loved one. Indeed, a true man, whose soul is 
^^ filled with a holy conjugal love for a woman, would scorn 
< ^ /\ and loatho any personal caresses or surrender fi'om her, 
^ f \ when he knew she gave them merely from a ^nse of 
duty, and only because she believed ho had a right to 
them. A man must be shorn of all true manliness, and 
become utterly debased and pix»3tituted, before he can, in 
or out of legal marriage, accept the personal surrender 
of a woman to his passion, when he knows the surrender 
is made solely to please him, or fi-om some false idea of 
duty. However tenderly, truly and devotedly a man 
may love a woman, she is not, therefore, under obliga- 
tions to receive any expressions from him, except such as 
her own necessities demand. Whatever manifestations 
of yourself you would make to your wife, before offering 
them, create in her the necessity of demanding and of 
receiving them. If your nature prompts you to reveal 
yourself to her in the relation that leads to maternity, 

0/ ' 



^* ' I control yourself, and bo sternly true to yourself, to your 






wife, and your child that may ensue, until, by all 
other loving and endearing manifestations, you have cre- 
ated in her nature an earnest call for maternity. Then 
^^ \ would she joyfully accept of you the germ of a new life, 
and, for the sake of her husband and her child, consecrate 
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all the energies of her soul to its true development 
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Bead the following. The extract is from a letter writ- 
ten by one who has proudly and nobly filled the stations 
of a wife and a nM)ther, and whose children and grand- 
children surround her and cix)wn her life with tendcrest 
love and respect. She has seen many of the companions 
of her girlhood victimized, and literally olTercd up on tho 
altar of sensualism, in legal marriage. Their husbands 
demanded passional gratification as their riijlu^ irrespect- 
ive of conse(|uences to wife or children, and they submit- 
ted as a duly. Their career was short, in many c;ises, 
and in others, they live but wrecks of their former selves. 
A relation that should have enuobleil and saved them, 
has crushed them to death : 

** It hiut ofton boon a mutter of woiulor to mo, thut men bhoiiM, 
00 lieedlcMly, uiid ch) injuriuuHly to thuiuttolvcs*, their \vivc0, uiiil 
chiUlron, anil thoir ]iomc8, doiiiaiui at oik*c, \\» 00011 aa tlioy ^ot 
legal |X)S80t!i6iou of tlicir wivc8, tho gnitilieation of a itawioii, 
wliich, Avlioii indiilgctl merely for tho H;\ko of tlio };ratirieatiou of 
tho uiomontf must end in tlio destruction of all that in beauitiliil, 
noble, and divine, in man or woman. I have often felt that I 
vvonld give the world for a friendship with man that hIiouUI show 
no impurity in its Ixniring, and for a conjugal relation that would, 
at all times, heivrtily and practically recognize tho right of tho 
wife to decide for hornolf when, how often, and under wliat 
auspices, she should bo a mother, or onter into the relation that 
letuls to maternity. 

*' It is odon Siiid in roy hearing, by women, that a woman 
who is not willing to submit her persim to the pissiou of her 
husband, whenever ho shall demand, is' not fit to bo a wife; and 
if she becomes so, and her husband forsiikes her for other women, 
and neglects his children, he is to be pitieil, and the wife con- 
domneil and held responsible for all iho results. Tho law gives 
the husband cause for divorco if tho wife persists in withholding 
hor person from his embrace, which, when thus thrust upon her 
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against her wishes, bocomcs loathsome and damnable. The com* 
munity of women generally endorse this state of things, and are 
educated to believe that God gave man such fierce passions that 
be cannot control them ; that they must be gratified whenever 
excited, though at the expense of woman's health and hap2)iuoHS, 
and the happiness of her children. 

** Will man ever be pure, noble and strong enough to protect 
woman, in or out of legal marriage, against his own pomion ? 
Must woman always put herself on the defensive, to protoi^t her- 
self against man? AVill man never see the fact as it is, that till 
that is manly, true, great and noble in his nature, niunt bo pro- 
Bon'cd and perpetuated only by the protection of woman agaiunt 
being victimized to his sensual gratification ? man ! thou art 
all noble and God-like, to the loving and trusting lieart of 
woman ! She longs to come to thee, to save tlioo, and to l)e 
saved by thee. But thou mayest be assured that thy heaven, iti 
' time and eternity, can be secured only by saving woman from 
prostitution. While she is regarded by thee oa the means of smi- 
Bual gratification, rather than as the vitalizing, redeeming power 
of thy manhood, she will bring desolation and death to thy 
Boul, and thou to hers. To man, woman looks for strength. 
How she longs to rest in him, ^- how she longs to give herself to 
him in a self-abandoning trust, — and how she longs that ho 
may ever be worthy such a trust, the heart of the true woman 
and wife alone can ever know. But when woman trusts and 
man proves weak, and betrays her longing and trusting, heart, 
no words can express her sickening, crushing disappointment 
and anguish. Often do women prefer to die a lingering and 
loathsome death, rather than confess themselvos mistaken and 
disappointed in those whom they have trusted.*' 

The following extract from a private letter speaks the 
thought and feeling of every true woman. Weigh well 
what the writer says of woman's right to protect herself 
against the reckless passion of man. Also, what sl^e 
says of woman' wer over man, and of man's readiness 
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tc yield to that power, when woman has the courage to 
appeal to his love : 

** I cannot conceive of a woman, wJio luis willingly and joy- ^ 
fully roceivod into her own being the' germ of a now oxistoncOy ' » 
with the noble dcttign of rendering that existence liappj, ever < 

conunitting tliis foul deed [abortion]. The cause of it must ' ^^ 
always bo, the previous submit;t«ion to an unwelcome maternity. ^ ^ 
If this ciin bo justified, if the laws of man and of God obligo ^ 
woman tlius to degrade and violate tlio sacreduess of her own 
person, it follows that she, Insing thus outlawed, placed outi^ide 
the protection of all law, human and divine, h:ut a riglit to jiro* 
tuct liersolf from further evil, and even avenge herself for the {>u8t, 
us she )x»t can ; and that whether by taking the life of her hus- 
band or of his cliild. Can this 1)e denied as a necessary conse- 
quence? and does not the bare statement of it disprove the mon- 
strous assertion that Cod, either by Nature or Kevelation, luis 
tlms placed her at the disjiosal of man's will? No living crea- 
ture is created witliout some means of self-protection ; and in 
woman, that weapon is Seff-Rcspcci, 

** It makes my soul sick, even to a loathing of Humanity, to 
think .of this unnatural deed, and its foul cause. Alas ! men 
and wimicn do not worsliip tlicir own natures. * Let us eat and 
drink,' they cry, * for to-moiTOw we die ! * — • Let us sacrifice 
the human to appease the hrute. ' 

** Docs not the crime of murder consist mainly in the fact, that 
every soul bom on this phmct has an inherent right to all tho 
development it can receive in this, its birthplace, and when do- 
prived of corjiorcal existence, is robbed of this right ? If this bo 
true, then ante-natal murder is of the same nature and character 
as post-natal murder. Yet for the one crime, the criminal is 
accounted, by our judges, and by the sentiment of the public, to 
be worthy of death ; whereas, these same judges, and this same « 

public, incite to the commission of the other, by subjecting 
woman to an abliorred maternity. 

** Where is the wrong? In the man, first of all. He it is 
who subjects the woman to this abhorred maternity^ and for his 
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own sensual gratification. For him tliero is no apology, save the 
miserable one that ptission overcomes love and reason, the animal 
triomphs over the man, the sensual over the spiritual. 

** In the mind of tlie woman who allows licrself to become thus 
basely subservient to her husband *s will, how loatlisomo is the 
memory of those progenitors wlto bequeathed to the man a 
nature so mean, seltish, tyrannical and animal, and to the 
woman a nature so tamely, so ignobly subservient and unresist- 
ing I Where is the remedy? In the. awakening of woman to 
this great evil. Woman must assert and maintain her riglits 
in regard to maternity, ere any rational hope can be entertained 
for the future. I ci\nnot believe that man would become the 
fierce, selfish tyrant he now is, if properly appealed to before his 
heart becomes hardened by indulgence, — that he who, in the 
general transactions of life, is just and honorable, would become 
the selfish despot at home, if the woman who is his wife fully 
]raspocted her nature as woman, and her individual sacredncss. 

** Let woman, then, be appealed to. Let her ' arise from tlie 
dust, and put on her boautifr.l garments,' for then, and not till 
then, shall her light brctik forth as the morning, and Iluioanily 
become all glorious. Kut while woman, by law, custom, and 
religion, is nmde suliHcrviont to nmn*s sensual gratificatiop, with- 
out regard to her feelings and wishes, while law, custom and 
religion bestow on mtin the right to inflict on woman amuternity 
whose sufferings and rG8]Hmsihilities she is not prepared jov- 
fully to welcome, and while woman, to gratify man's sensiiiij. 
ism, is subjoctc<l to tbe atrocious alternative of aute-natul 
murder, or of giving existence to children whom her inmost soul 
repels, there can be no ho]>e of the regeneration and redemption, 
the elevation and happiness of the n\ce, and of peopling tiie 
earth with nobler and more beautiful types of manhood and 
womanhood.*' 

How many husbands arc unwilling to have their 
wives got knowledge m to their right to decide when 
the/ shall bcconoie mothers, or be subjected to the rehition 
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that leads to it ! Let woman get light on this, if on 
no other subject, if she would be happy in her home. 
Slaveholders count him most guilt/ who attempts 
to teach their slaves their right to be free. So many 
husbands curse bitterly the man . who would enlighten 
their wives in regard to Maternity, and the relation 
that leads to it But true and earnest souls are 
pledged to spread h'ght on this subject Head the 
following : 

** Married women arc often as ignorant, and about as de- 
graded, as to their rights and duties, respecting the funetion of 
^Litornity and the rehition that leads to it, as are the slaves of 
tlie South in regard to their rights. Many huHliands arc as un- 
M'iUtng that their wives should got light on tIle^<e suhjects, us are 
slaveholders that their slaves should )>e enlightened in regard to 
tlioir condition. They must not 1^ alloweil to know that they 
are not morally bound to submit. They must have no will of 
tlicir own ; and by their weak subserviency, they even say to 
their huslxinds, * God thy law, — thou mine,* tis to Maternity 
and the relation that leads to it. How can they know that 
there is any other and nobler way, than to have children and 
complain, and complain and have children, and submit them- 
selves to their husbands' sensualism with entire servility and 
silence ? 

** Never has any man spoken a truer and more needed word . 
than you have spoken, or held out a more helpful hand to ! 
woman, to enlighten her ignorance and to raise her from degnu 
dation, than you have done, in your work on « Marriage and 
Parentage.' To me and my huH))and, that book has been as a 
message direct from God, to guide us in our most sacred rela- 
tions in the sanctuary of our home. AVe wait anxiously for 
your work on * The Crime of an Undesigned and Undesired Ma- 
ternity.* We can secure for it a wide circulation in this region ; 
for the antC'iiatal history and oducatipn of human beings, in 
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ita bearing on thoir posi-naial character and doBtiny, is becoming 
a subject of paniuiount intonwt in many true and earnest 
souls.*' 

Tho following testiiuotij to the widc-sprcod pi*actice 
of ante-iiatsil uiuixlcr is from one who has carefully 
noted the progress of this crime, and its dire eflfects on 
tlio pbysiesil and moral conditions of those who perpe- 
trate it, and on their husbands and their homes : 

** A friend of mine told mo tliat she should have killed two of 
her cliildron, ero tlioy were born, had sho known how. 8ho 
tried, but could not Hueceod. Tho ehildren whom i*ho tried "to 
murder wore bom nlivo, and are now living ; hut they are 
Htam|ied with the spirit of revenge and munlcr. Thoy strug^^Knl 
into life against the spirit of murder, and the maternal curse 
must remain ujxm thoir souls till eternity sliall cast it out. This 
friend and myself made an cstinrnte of tho numlier of our near 
neighbors who, to our knowledge, had killed one or more of 
their children before they were l>om. 8ix, out of nine, had 
tkme the deed, or luid procunxl tlie ser^'icos of a * iamily ]ihysi* 
vian * to do it for them. They all justitieil the pnu'tice of ante- 
niit«il uninler. A di>ctor in a noighUtring village, who ever 
fn»wns u|H>n this unnatural deeil, assured me, rtHvntly, that ho 
Iwd been applieil to by six dinbront wouion in this little villagey 
in one week, to murtler their childnm iH'foro birth. i^>me of 
iheso women wore the nuwt fashionable, wealthy and resjiected 
women of tho town, and two of tlieui were church-members. 
They all insisted it was less criminal to kill dilKlren before they 
were liom, than to curse them with an unwelcome oxistonce. 

** My hustiand and I Imve done what wo couhl to circulate 
your work on * Marriage and l\irentnge * in this region, and, 
already, it Ims brought comfort to nmny homes where happiness 
Kad been well-nigh wrecked by the unnatural doummis of hu»* 
bands, and by their imposing maternity on ti.eir wives when 
4hey were unprepared to meet tlio consequent sullering.** 
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The following shows how common, in cities, is tho / . 
pnictico of ante-natal murder. What a testimony against I 
husbands who impose on their wives maternity, without i ji 

design, and contrary to their own wishes, and the wishes ll 

of their wives ! 

** A phynician in a neighboring city told mo that it waa vorjr 
common, among tlio moro fushionablo and wealthy among whom 9/' 
he imictii!icil, for husbandi), who wished to have thoir wives • c. ' 
ahvtiyt) reaily for ik)cioty, to bring tlicm to him and oiler hir«;o <' . ' 
0um8 of money to induce him to procure uliortion, and to pro- - 'v./ 
vent _conji;;opt ion. Invariably, those who praictiso' this outnigo ^ y 
on tliomsolves lose their health, become low-spirited, fool /* 

humbled and prostituted, and are made irritable, cimiplainiiig, «^ r^' 
nervous invalids for life, and wholly incapacitated for tho enjoy- ^ 
meats of society. I know many who practise this foul crime. ^ 

Those who do it generally lose their self-respect, become ashuined 
of thoir womanhooil, and shrink away from society, conscious 
that they deserve to be shunned or pitied, by all that is pure 
and noble. ! why, why do husbands impose on their wives 
an alternative so horrible? AVhy do women ever submit to a 
relation that subjects them to the possibility of a maternity, 
whoso suflerings they are not prepared to meet? They liud 
better starve, better die ! i 

'* Yet, in my ignorance, to plo;ise my husltand, and to escape 1 

tho agonies of an undeslreil maternity, have I allowcil this most 9 

unnatural outrage to be perpetrated uj^on myself and my unboru 
children. I know the agony of soul, and the conscious shame 
and degradation woman feels, when, having allowed her bus- 
b4\nd to im]x>se on her a maternity which her soul abhorretl, she 
ro^iorts to ante-natal murder to avoid giving birth to a child she 
does not want. I know no woman can pn\ctise this outrage on 
hei-solf, or allow another to practise it u|)on her, without injury 
to body and soul. No woman, after doing this deed, can stand 
before her own soul, or before her fellow-beings, as she did 
before. 
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** The unwelcome child ! — maternity, abhorred by the mother 
and without design by the father ! — you call this * tub crdib or 
XARTU ! ' It ie. Lay it open to the eyes of all, in its bearing" 
on the purity and happiness of home, and on the character and 
destiny of the race. * Lcl there be light ! ' In the name of God 
and humanity, and by all that is pure and lovely in man or wo- 
man, and by all that is sacred and dear in the relation of mother 
and diild, * Let tuerk ue ligut ! "' 

The following extnict is from a wife and mother, who, 
with her husbsind, is laboring earnestly and efficiently to 
elevate the human ty}>o. They are ever active to sur- 
round themselves and their children with knowledge, with 
just, pure aiid ennobling views and principles in regard 
to marnage and parenUige. They think this the oiUy 
wsiy to save their sons and daughters from the deep 
wretcheilness and degnidation of inharmonious conjugal 
relations, from polluted homes, and from the crime of 
giving existence to cliildi*en they do not want. Mark I 
the woman, whose modesty is shocked at every effort, 
however truthful, earnest and delicate it may be, to 
enlighten huslxinds and wives in regard to the natural 
laws designed to govern Maternity, and tlie relation that 
leads to it, does not feel at all shocked by anla-iutial 
murder. She can even justify herself in doing this most 
foul and monstrous deed : — 

** Wlien you lectured in this place, on * The Unwelcome 
Child,' one lady went out of the house, affecting to be greatly 
shocked by what you said. Yet, that same woman who went 
out muttering curses on you, for warning husbonds against 
imposing an undesired maternity on their wives, has, to my 
knowledge, had such a loathed and wretched burden thrust 
upon her twice, in two years, and each time has killed her child 
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before it was bom. Another lady, mj near neighbor, who 
thinks such subjects should never be agitated, publicly, has 
three times, within so many years, committed the crime of anto- 
natal murder. The first child was seven months old when she ji 
killed it. She told me this herself. She is now but twenty-four j 
years old. She has one living child, and this must suiTor for lifo, 
from the outrages perpetrated upon it by the mother, ere its , 

birth. She says she cannot, and will Qot, have any moro ^«/ 
children yet. She says her husband insists on his gratifica- , ^ ^ 
tion, and sbe^mnot pre vent concep tion, and has no alterna- ''cX^ '{j 
tive but to kill the children before they are bom, or give exist- J^^ 

ence to those whom her soul repels, and thus entail on them ^( v/ 
a mother's curse. She justifies herself by saying, it is no r^. ' 

greater sin against the child, against herself, against society, ^L 

and against humanity, for a mother to kill her child before it 
is bora, than to give birth to it when her own heart loathes 
its esistonce. 

<< She is one of a large class, who are thus trying to reconcile 
themselves to ante-natal murder. Still, she feels degraded, as all 
must who do this deed. They are degraded. A deed so unnatu- 
ral and so cruel can never be perpetrated without deep injury to 
the moral nature of all concerned. The spirit that would kill a 
child before birth, would kill it after ; the spirit that would 
couiuiit ante-natal murder, >vould commit post-natal murder. 
But what shall bo siiid of the husbtmd who subjects his wifo 
to this foiirful alternative ? Can man do a deed meaner, more 
selfish, moro satanic ? " 

The organic and constitutional tendencies of tbose who 
are bom are fixed. It may take a mighty effort to cor- 
rect their birthright tendencies to disease and to crime. 
Thousands say, as the writer of the following extract 
says, — ** We were lamentably ignorant of the natural 
laws of Parentage when we married. Would that light 

had come to us sooner. But we will not allow the hap- 

10» 



114 UNDESIRED MATBRNITY. 

pincss of our children, and our children's children, to be 
wrecked for want of knowledge." The following is the 
tcstiuiony of a true and earnest woman, and loving and 
happy wife and mother : — 

** Boforo your visit to this place to lecture on * The Ante-Natal 
History of the Human Being, and its iniluenco on his Pu8t-Xatal 
Character and Dontiny, in the body and out of it/ my husband 
and myself had talked over the subject of Marringo and Parent- 
age a great deal ; but we never had had it presented to our 
minds in so strong and clear a light before. 

** When I was married, I was most lamentably ignorant of 
the laws of my nature, especially of those designed to govern 
l^Jateniity. But my huslmnd, in regard to mateniity, and the 
relation that le;id8 to it, is a most kind and considerate man, 
and I love and honor him all the more for it. I wish your book 
on * Mairringe and Parentage * had fallen into our hands before 
our children were bom ; we might have given them more loving 
hearts, and nobler natures, in body and soul, by understanding 
bettor how surrounding influences alTect us lieforo birth. But 
I am thankful for my sake, and for my children's sake, and for 
the 8;iko of the mothers that are to come afler us, that your 
views are 1)eing so widely. made known through your writings 
and your lectures. If mothers better understand the laws of 
Nature designed to govern maternity, and the rehition in which 
It originates, they will bo more careful of tliomselves, for the 
sake of their children. 

** I liave heard many mothers express their thankfulness for 
your visit and your conversations and lectures here. You have 
given hope and gladness to many anxious and despairing hearts. 
The mother of six little ones, and who is about to add another to 
the number, said to mo, * Such instruction is exactly wlmt' men 
and women need.' I felt sorry for her ; yet not so sorry for her 
AS for tlie unborn babe ; for I know its existence is most unwel- 
oumo to tlio mother. 

** When I think of the groat and good work in whioh you are 
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engagod, mj hoart blossos you, and bl<Li you God-spood, for It Is 
a Mubjcct of the doopoHt interost to mo aa a wifo and mother. 
Before this question of Maternity, and the relation that loads to 
it, 80 far an the character and destiny of the race are ooncemod, 
in this and in the future state, all others sink into insigniii- 
canee. It is most painful to hear woman, in her vanity, her 
shallowness, and intellectual, social and moral debasouiont, 
array herself against the only movement that ever can raise 
her to a true estimate of herself as the mother of the race. 
Till the right is conceded to her to determine for herself when, 
how ot^en, and under what conditions she shall he a mother, 
or be subject to tlio relation that leads to maternity, wonmn 
can never become the true and proud mother of a healthy^ 
boiiutiful and noble offspring. While she is a mother from 
necofttity nither than from choice, she nuist feel hemolf an 
abj(\;t, degraded being, and her children must partake of her 
degradation. ^ly husband and myself bid you God-speed ! 
Our hearts are with you." 

The following fact waa communicated by a wife and 
mother, as having occurred under her own observation, 
and in referenco to her own daughter. Let every 
father and mother read this, and see to what extrem- 
ities their daughters are often driven, to save them- 
Bclves from a maternity whose sufferings they ore not 
prepared to endure : — 

*'My only daughter was married to a warm-hearted, impul- 
sive young man of twenty,, when she was but sixteen. I 
besought him not to marry her to gratify his passions, and 
endeavored to set before him and her the certain consequences 
cf a union formed for mere sensual purposes. She was, and 
is, an innocent, artlotw, and frail cretiture. She was in }X)or 
health, and I knew that absence from him preyed upon the life 
of her body and soul. They married, and he took her to a 
distant western Stato. 
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'* In about four months, she ciune home to me, hy his consent, 
a haggard, emaciated wreck of a woman. The iirst moment she 
saw me alone, she said to mo, * Mother, they say I am about to 
become a mother, and my husband wished me to come to you, to 
see if you could not prevent it.* I told her it was impossible ; 
she was so feeble, that the eiTort to kill the child would kill 
her. She wept, and prayed me to save her from the suffering 
and anguish of child-birth. ' I have,' said she, * the most 
loathsome and horrible feelings about it. I think it would bo 
a greater sin to give birth to a child, with the feelings I now 
have towards it, than to kill it before it is bom. The very 
thought of giving birth to a child fills my soul with deadly 
enmity. My constant prayer is, that the child may be de- 
stroyed. I would rather die with it, than to give it birth under 
such circumstances. What will the child be, after it is bom, 
/- n£ . if I give birth to it with the feelings I now have, and which I 
• ^i\ cannot help ? ' 

^ ^>(** I earnestly tried to dissuade her from destroying it for sov- 

^t ^ eral days ; but she became so desperate, that I feared she would 

>'^ kill herself, and knew that if the child was developed and born, 

under such a state of mind in the mother, it must inevitably be 

a desperado, or a fugitive and vagabond on the earth. She had 

not one feeling of natural desire for her child, but only sought 

i its death. I took her to a doctor, noted for his ante-natal mur- 

' ders, and he advised that the child should be killed, — and he 

killed it. Iler husband came after her, and was thankful the 

deed had been done. 

** But the husband had no thought of restraining his passion, 
and insisted on its gratification, though maternity should ensue. 
In a few months, maternity was again imposed upon her. She 
has no power of endurance. He and she again wished tlio child 
to be destroyed, and it was, by the same doctor. With all this 

(dreadful suffering and anguish of his wife, he insisted on his 
gratification. lie had no higher conception of marriage, tlian 
M a means of mere sensual indulgence. To own her body, and 
nte it for his gratification, he deemed his right as a husband. 
She ngurdf maternity with repulsion, and th« relation that 
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leads to it ; still, like most women, she thinks it a great mis- 
fortune that husbands cannot gratify their sensualism without 
imposing on their wives the necessity of abortion, or of giving 
birth to children they do not want, and she lives in constant 
fear of losing tlie affection of her husband, if she does not quietly 
yield to his passion. 

*< As to her husband, she really thought he could not control 
himself without great injury. He Imd convinced her that the 
laws of God and man gave him the right to that indulgonco 
with his legal wife as often as he desired, and if conooption 
ensued, it was no fault of his ; that he was blameless, as to 
any wrong done. I could not but feel disgusted and horrified, 
to see all that was lovely and good in my child thus sacrificed 
to a man^s low sensualism. When a husband thus dolibcn\tely 
treats his wife as a mere means of sensual gratification, it 
blunts all that is refined and noble in her, and makes him an 
object of disgust to her. And she, '. if social in her nature, 
must exercise the love-principle or starve, and slie wastes it on 
others more congenial, who will respect her womanly naturo. 
Often this is the cause of her throwing herself into tempta- 
tion, and becoming a victim of the base passions of those who 
are ever on the watch for such. Thus she is driven, step by 
step, to utter prostitution, — all from being made the slave 
to the sensual passion of the husband. Had she had a spirit- 
ually-minded and noble husband, or the courage to assert hor 
rights, hor home would have been her heaven, and her pro- 
gross and improvement, not her degradation and ruin, the law 
of his life." 

Read the following. It must be an inhuman and mon- 
strous religion which can countenance a crime so unnatu- 
ral as enforced maternity, or ante-natal murder : — 

** Tliose among us who are members of our churches, and are 
counted most exemplary patterns of purity and piety, to my 
certain knowledge, practise ante-natal murder, and they justify 
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thcmisolves by aaytng, * It would be a groatorsin against children 
to entail on them tlie curse of an abhorred existence, than to 
kill them before they are bom ! ' These pious women ailectcd 
to 1)0 greatly shocked, vrhen, in your lectures here, you appealed 
to their husbands to control their passions, and spoke of the 
crime of enforcing on women a maternity whose responsibilities^ 
^ ^jU and sufferings they were not prepared joyfully to welcome. But 
Nature is ever true to herself. No matter who they are that 
perpetrate this outrage, whether rich or poor, high or low, 
pious or impious, whether in the church or out of it, tliey 
become wetikly, and incurably disoiu<ed ; their constitutions soon 
break down under this abuse, and they pass away by consump- 
tion, or some nameless, wasting disease, and their death is, by 
most people, attributed to a * wise and good Providence.* Tlic 
husbands, the real murderers, are pitied, and soon comforted by 
taking other wives, only to kill them in the same way. How 
can a woman feel proud of the nature God has given her, after 
thus abusing it ? She cannot. She must feel in her soul that 
she is degraded, and her very existence bectmies a loathing to 
herself. Who drives her to this inhuman deed? — who, indeed, 
but the very huslNind to whom she so fondly looked for protec- 
tion from all hai-m ? *' 

Dear Friend, — The following positions seem to me 
to be clearly sustsiincd : 

1. That it is a crime of the ileepost dye, for a husband 
to impose on his wife, without design, a maternity whose 
responsibilities and suflferiiigs she cannot joyfully endure. 

2. That it is a sin for a husbimd to urge his wife to 
submit to a isolation which may result in an undesigned 
and undesired maternity. 

8. That no wife can stand proud and stainless before 
her own soul, who allows herself to come into a relation 
with her husband which may entail on her the curse of 
an unwelcome maternity, and reduce her to the revolting 
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alternative of ante-natal murder, or of giving birth to a 
child >vhoso existence is abhorrent to her soul. 

May not every child, in justice, demand of its parents, 
as a birthright inheritance, (1) a healthy body, free fix)m 
all tendency to disease ; (2) a healthy soul, free from all 
tendencies to idiocy, and insimity of intellect or of heart ; 
(3) a designed existence, the result of a vrise and tender 
forethought, and not of blind, impetuous, selfish, sensual 
passion; (4) a love origin, rather than a mere sensual, 
animal origin ; and (5) a joyous Avelcomo into life ? As 
you cast your little ones afloat on the ocean of eternal 
being, be careful to secure to them this outfit ; then may 
you hope to see them bravely and successfully outi-ido 
the storms of life, and enter into a true and endless rest. 
But Avhat hope is there for these poor, dise;ised, suffering 
little ones, the offspring of a loathed and hated maternity, 
whose very existence, ere they were born, wjis made 
accursed by the mothers that bore them, and by the 
fathei*s, whoso only thought or aim in the :ict in which 
they originated was mere sensual gi-atification ? God 
pity these poor, unwelcome ones ! No earthly parents 
welcome tlicm into life with loving smiles. In whose 
warm, loving bosom can they be tenderly cherished ? 
To whom can they look for love and sympathy ? Again 
1 say, God pity tiiesk pouu, unwelcome children ! 

That your home may never be cursed by an unde- 
signed and undesired maternity, or by an unwelcome 
-^hild, is the anxious wish of 

Your friend, 

H. C. W. 
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